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Welcome
‘Tis the Season to celebrate in Santa Monica and there are 
some good reasons to get out on the town this year. 

The city continues to emerge from the pandemic slowdown 
and local merchants are ready, willing and not just able, but 
eager to see you walk through their doors. 

As a local news organization, we’re always touting the 
importance of supporting the local community, whether 
its neighborhood groups, nonprofits, local businesses or 
educational institutions and if there ever was a time for this 
kind of community building, it’s the holiday season. 

The clear link is holiday shopping and if you’re thinking 
about where to get your gifts this year, you should do it from 
a local merchant. Our city is home to an amazingly diverse 
community of business who can provide almost anything you 
need and sharing your dollars with them help support some of 
those other institutions. 

It’s also the season for gathering. Holiday parties, family 

meals and end of year festivities abound right now. Consider 
hosting some of those at your favorite local restaurant. You can 
introduce your loved ones to the spots that make Santa Monica 
a special place and at the same time, those business owners 
who have worked to stay in business can see your support. 

Our holiday edition is intentionally titled 'Tis the Season” 
because it encompasses all those ideas. It’s the season for 
whatever you want it to be. Whatever holiday you recognize, 
whatever tradition you look forward to or whoever you want to 
spend the time with: this is the season to celebrate, regardless 
of the details. 

For us, we choose to celebrate the connections that form the 
foundation of our work year-round. This year, that includes 
organizations like the Santa Monica Pier, Pico Improvement 
Organization, Main Street Business Improvement Association, 
Buy Local Santa Monica, Santa Monica Travel & Tourism, 
Montana Avenue Merchants Association and the City of Santa 
Monica who have all contributed to this guide and, therefore, 
the community spirit of Santa Monica.
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Monica Daily Press, the City of 
Santa Monica, Santa Monica 
Travel & Tourism, Main Street 
Business Improvement District, 
Montana Avenue Merchants 
Association, Pico Improvement 
Organization, The Santa 
Monica Pier, and Buy Local.

Co-Publisher: Ross Furukawa
Co-Publisher: Todd James
Editor-in-Chief: Matt Hall
Project Manager: Dina Araniva
Art Director: Charlie Salas
Designer: Rachel Breton

ContentsTable of
Calendar

Happy Hours on Main Street

Main Street Booming Food Scene

Main Street New Businesses 

Pico Fun Things To-Do List

Winter Wonderland on Pico

Find Asian Cuisine on Pico 

Buy Local Holiday Gift Guide

Green your Holidays

Ice at Santa Monica 

Montana Avenue Gift Guide

Montana Avenue  New Businesses

Montana Avenue Foodies

Santa Monica Pier 

Pier Holiday Gift Guide

Travel & Tourism

5 

6 

7 

8  

12  

14

15

17

19

21

23 

24 

25 

28  

30

32



5

'T
is 

th
e S

ea
so

n
 | 

20
22

Calendar
PHOTOS WITH SANTA AT 
SANTA MONICA PLACE
11am - 5pm Santa Monica
Place 395 Santa Monica Place

310-260-8300

ICE AT SANTA MONICA
12pm - 10pm
1324 5th Street

THE NUTCRACKER AT 
BROADSTAGE
1pm and 5pm
Broad Stage, 1310 11th St, 

310-434-3200

OFFICIAL CITY OF SANTA MONICA
HOLIDAY TREE LIGHTING
6pm-8pm Third Street Promenade, 1351 
3rd Street Promenade

HOLIDAY WALK ON MONTANA 
AVENUE
10am - 7pm

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
Santa Monica Place, 395

Santa Monica Pl.

SANTA MONICA SYMPHONY: 
FANTASY, FIREBIRD AND 
FABIOLA
7pm - 9pm John Adams Middle 
School, 2425 16th St,

WINTER WONDERLAND ON PICO!
4pm - 7pm
Pico Culture House, 3018 Pico Blvd.

POLAR BEAR SWIM
10am - 1pm
Annenberg Community Beach 
House, 415 Pacific Coast Highway

PET NIGHT WITH SANTA
Santa Monica Place, 395 Santa 
Monica Pl.

SANTA MONICA PUB CRAWL
5pm - 11:59pm
Citywide

MENORAH LIGHTINGS AT 
THIRD STREET PROMENADE
5pm - 6:30pm
1300 Block Third Street

MEET ME UNDER THE FIG TREE
2pm - 5pm
Fairmont Miramar Hotel & 
Bungalows, 101 Wilshire Blvd. 

LOCALS NIGHT AT SANTA 
MONICA PIER
3pm - 10pm
200 Santa Monica Pier

SANTA MONICA UGLY 
SWEATER BAR CRAWL
1pm - 8pm

CONSCIOUS HOLIDAY 
MARKET
10am - 6pm
1351 3rd Street Promenade

santamonicaplace.com/santaphotos
It’s that time of year! Santa will be returning to town at Santa 
Monica Place. Santa will be available for visits and photos in Center 
Plaza, and for the best experience, pre-book to save time on your 
photo session visit. As an added bonus, pre-booked visits come 
with a special video from Santa your kids will love. Times vary and 
availability repeats daily through December.

Visit Winterlit’s Ice at Santa Monica to experience all-day ice 
skating. Skate under the stars at the only 8,000 square-foot outdoor 
ice rink on the Westside and enjoy untimed sessions, no limits 
and an all-day skate pass lets you skate to your heart’s content and 
includes re-entry. Open daily through early January. 

tix.com/ticket-sales/WestsideBallet/4547
The magic is back! A Los Angeles Family Holiday Tradition since 
1973, Westside Ballet proudly presents eight performances at 
BroadStage in Santa Monica beginning Thanksgiving Weekend. 
Journey with Clara to an enchanted world filled with whirling 
snowflakes, Spanish chocolate, and a dashing prince. The traditional 
full-length ballet in two acts is performed to Tchaikovsky’s majestic 
score, complete with a Victorian-style party scene and the dazzling 
Sugar Plum Fairy. Nov. 26, 27 and Dec. 3, 4. 

https://downtownsm.com/winterlit
Santa comes to the Promenade for the annual lighting of the 
official City of Santa Monica 24-foot-tall holiday tree. Joins 
Downtown Santa Monica for performances by local school 
groups, free photos with Santa and a snowy surprise.

montanaave.com/
It’s the most wonderful time of the year and the festive spirit has 
arrived to Montana Avenue! Gather on December 3 for live music, 
carolers strolling up and down the street and meet Santa and the 
gang at Montana Avenue’s biggest event of the year! Listen to live 
music and hear an upbeat klezmer band to get friends and family in 
the dancing mood, and feel the good cheer viewing shop windows 
dressed for the season. See you for some good fun and great holiday 
gift shopping along Montana Avenue!
The whole family is invited to breakfast with Santa! Bring the kids 
for crafts and activities. 
eventbrite.com/e/breakfast-with-santa-benefitting-st-jude-
childrens-research-hospital-tickets-460410138117

eventbrite.com/e/santa-monica-symphony-fantasy-firebird-and-
fabiola-tickets-442992160477
Santa Monica Symphony’s winter concert – Fantasy, Firebird, and 
Fabiola – will have you soaring to new heights with music that 
lifts hearts and spirits. Music Director Troy Quinn embarks on an 
emotional flight conducting Powell’s suite from the heart-warming 
family film, "How to Train Your Dragon," Stravinsky’s powerful 
Firebird Suite, and Vaughn Williams’ transcendent The Lark 
Ascending featuring violin virtuoso Fabiola Kim. All Santa Monica 
Symphony concerts are FREE, but pre-registration is strongly 
recommended as seating is limited.

All Pico merchants, customers, and community members are 
invited to enjoy appetizers, wine & beer, hot chocolate and sweet 
treats. There is a Winter Wonderland display in the large window 
of the Pico Culture House, and kids can decorate their own 
gingerbread man cookie.

https://apm.activecommunities.com/santamonicarecreation/
Activity_Search/89000
Kick-off the holiday season in a bold, refreshing, and fun way 
at the Polar Bear Swim! The youngest Polar Bears plunge first, 
followed by the rest of the crowd. Intrepid Polar Bears can do the 
300-yard swim around a buoy. After the ocean swim, warm up 
in the heated pool, enjoy a hot chocolate, and grab a photo with 
our very own polar bear mascot. Whether your toes get wet, you 
round the buoy, or just come for the hot chocolate, this event will 
get your blood pumping and skin tingling.

https://downtownsm.com/winterlit
Celebrate Hanukkah with nightly menorah lightings taking 
place throughout the month of December on the 1400 block of 
Third Street Promenade.

Holiday events at the Loews,
visit www.loewshotels.com/
santa-monica/discover/holidays

Bring your furry friends to take special photos with Santa. 
santamonicaplace.com/SantaPhotos

https://santamonicapubcrawl.com/
Over 30 of the city’s best bars & restaurants and thousands of 
crawlers will come together to raise money for Westside Food 
Bank and help those in need for the holidays. Enjoy free entry to 
Santa Monica’s best bars and restaurants, exclusive $5 to $8 food 
and drink deals throughout the night and much more with your 
official wristband.

fairmont.com/santa-monica/
Join for The Miramar’s annual community holiday gathering 
under the historic Moreton Bay Fig Tree for an afternoon filled 
with fun and festive frolics for the family. The day’s festivities 
include: live entertainment, seasonal crafts, cookie decorating, a 
bounce house and much more. Please bring non–perishable food 
items or gently worn business clothing to contribute to those most 
in need. Donations will benefit Westside Food Bank and Chrysalis.

https://www.santamonicapier.org/localsnight
Gather your friends and family and head down to the Pier for 
amazing entertainment including live music from the Santa 
Monica Music Center, DJ grooves from KCRW and Pico Youth 
and Family Center, Pier business local discounts, local artist 
installations, and so much more.

eventbrite.com/e/santa-monica-ugly-sweater-bar-crawl-
tickets-396727481577
We want the jingle bells ringing and the ugliest sweaters throughout 
the whole city of Santa Monica! Enjoy exclusive drink specials, live 
music, free entry into Santa Monica’s best bars and more! Participate 
in the social media contest to win fun prizes and cash. This is going 
to be the best Santa Monica bar crawl you have ever been on, strap 
your boots and grab your sleighs, we will see you soon.

downtownsm.com/winterlit
Shop 40+ local vendors with a focus on elevated and sustainable 
brands at Downtown Santa Monica’s favorite artisanal pop-up 
market as part of this year’s Winterlit series. Enjoy free fitness 
classes by Fit Girl Club and shop for local and sustainable gifts 
to give this year at this family and dog-friendly market!

November 25

November 26

December 1

December 3

December 4

December 9

December 18

December 14 & 15

December 17

December 11

December 15

December 10
MIRACLE ON MAIN STREET
3pm - 7pm CA Heritage Museum,
2612 Main Street

mainstreetsm.com/holiday-event/
Kids corner with face painting, Santa arrives at 4 pm for a tree 
lighting countdown at 5:30 pm Candle-light walk to Edgemar for 
Shopping Cart Tree lighting at 5:45 pm
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Happy Hours on

Main Street is the perfect place to celebrate 
this season with a hot dining scene that is the 
envy of the region, the coolest new retail 
options and a bevy of perpetual neighborhood 
favorites. You can pick up gifts for the entire 
family and indulge your own desires 
without having to leave town.

LITTLE PRINCE
2424 Main Street

310.356.0725
5:30-7pm Mon-Frii

cocktails & house wine
25% o� all bottles of wine

select appetizers

PAPILLE
GUSTATIVE

2823 Main Street
424-322-8040

½ o� bottles of
wine on Thursdays

JAMESON’S 
IRISH PUB

2702 Main Street
424.330.0069

3-7pm Daily & 10:30-12:30pm
Sun-Thurs- All drinks 2-for-1

Jameson Brew Pints for $3.89 daily
Bottomless Weekends:

Friday-Sunday open-3pm
bottomless bloody marys

/ mimosas

THE GALLEY
2442 Main Street

310.452.1934
5-7pm Daily

$7 well drinks / $7 house wine
/ $5 beer calamari,

tacos + more

VICTORIAN /
BASEMENT TAVERN

2640 Main Street
310.396.2469

7-10pm on Sundays

LA VECCHIA
CUCINA

2654 Main Street
310.399.7979

5-6:30pm  Mon-Fri

drinks/ house wine / beer
salads, pizzas, pastas

+ more

MANCHEGO 
2518 Main Street

310.450.3900
5-6:30pm Daily

$8 sangria
/ $8 house wine
select appetizers

THE CIRCLE BAR  
2926 Main Street;

310.450.0508
“Thirsty Thursdays” and

“Sexy Sundays”

2 for 1 on all drinks
before 10:30pm

LULA COCINA
MEXICANA

2720 Main Street
310.392.5711

3-6pm Wed -Sun

drinks / wine / draft beer
tacos, quesadillas,

nachos + more

ASHLAND HILL
2807 Main Street

310.392.3300
3-6pm Mon-Fri

$6 well drinks / wine / beer
hamburger, wings + more

LIBRARY
ALE HOUSE 
2911 Main Street

310.314.4855
4-6pm

wine / beer
wings, street tacos,

fries + more

TAVERN
ON MAIN 

2907 Main Street
310.392.2772
4-6pm Daily

specialty drinks
/ wine / beer

sliders, tacos, fries
+ more

STELLA BARRA
PIZZERIA

2000 Main Street
310.396.9250
12-9pm all day

Mon & 4-6pm Tues-Fri

wine / beer / cocktails
select appetizers
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Booming Food Scene!
Main Street 's

Santa Monica’s various retail hubs have surprisingly distinct 
personalities given their proximity. Montana has its luxury 
reputation, Downtown’s topiary dinosaurs are their own tourist 
attraction but if you want hip, if you want cool, if you want to be 
where every must-visit list in Los Angeles says is the current hot 
locale, it’s Main Street. The stretch of town has always been home 
to nightlife, including popular restaurants, but it has evolved into a 
hub of culinary innovation and that is in turn prompting growth in 
other retail options. Main Street Business Improvement Association 
Executive Director Hunter Hall said being close to Abbott Kinney 
was the spark for the current push. For years, businesses have viewed 
an Abbott Kinney address as a status symbol but a combination of 
economic factors have made the Venice street unworkable for a lot 
of stores. “It just doesn’t make sense from a numbers perspective so 
Main Street is right next door and it’s been an increasingly attractive 
option for restaurateurs wanting to go somewhere that makes more 
sense and it’s been increasingly attractive.” He said the injection of 
newer, younger, more energetic operators cross culinary styles and 
options. From the height of French fine dining at Pasjoli, to an award 
winning chef ’s counter service fried chicken to a donut pop-
up putting down permanent roots, there’s an option 
for everyone, at every meal, at any occasion. And 
Los Angeles is taking notice with the street 
making multiple “must visit” lists that are 
drawing regional visitors looking to make 
a day out of their time on Main Street. 
That said, the growing vibes are just as 
attractive to locals and Hall said that’s 

always been part of the plan. “The name of the game from our 
perspective was not only attracting people who don't live there, 
that’s great, but really the money is getting neighbors to patronize 
the street and multiple times a week.” For the visitors who want to 
feel like insiders, Main Street was already stacked with neighborhood 
favorites like the revitalized Tavern and Jameson’s, even before the 
new wave broke and now flow goes both ways with residents getting 
a literal taste of the region's most fine food scene just by walking 
out their front doors. The boom is extending beyond. Main Street 
has been a pioneer for new restaurant infrastructure including 
expanded outdoor dining and it was the first part of Santa Monica 
to install the now popular parklets. Those changes are providing 
benefits to other kinds of retail in the area. “You have some retailers 
who absolutely love it because their clients they love the foot traffic, 
they love being in a busy place,” he said. “If you look at some of the 
retailers like Free People and Aviator Nation, they fit perfiectly and 
those retailers are younger, hipper and drawing from the same kind 
of demographics.” At the same time, Hall said the bustle of a busy 
restaurant scene provides an opportunity for good, old-fashioned 

neighborhood connections. “As a little bit old fashioned as 
it sounds, As a little bit old fashioned as it sounds ... 

I think neighbors need to know each other, but I 
think neighbors need to know each other, not 

only residential but businesses, and this can 
really encourage everyone, workers and 

residents, to get to know each other.”
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VAMOS VAMOS AUGIE'S ON MAIN HEAVY HANDED
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N E W  B U S I N E S S E S
Main Street 's

AUGIE'S
2428 Main St
Santa Monica, CA 90405
(310) 310-8171
www.augiesonmain.com 

BEACH CITY COLLECTIBLES
2665 Main St Suite B
Santa Monica, CA 90405
(310) 666-9914
@beachcitycollectibles

FEAT
2708 Main St
Santa Monica, CA
(310) 620-1236
featclothing.com

HEAVY HANDED
2912 Main St
Santa Monica, CA 904051
heavyhanded.la

2ND STREET USA
2936 Main St
Santa Monica, CA 90405
(424) 210-7849
2ndstreetusa.com

VAMOS VAMOS
2917 Main St
Santa Monica, CA 90405
(424) 744-8408
vamosvamosbar.com 

UNHOLY SAINTS
2716 Main St
Santa Monica, 90405
unholysaints.com

QUIZ DADDY'S CLOSET
2525 Main St Ste 103 
Santa Monica, CA 90405
(424) 272-5847
https://quizdaddyscloset.com

AVIATOR NATION
2940 Main St
Santa Monica, CA 90405
(310) 392-7433
aviatornationride.com

CABIN CREEK CRYSTALS
2503 Main St
Santa Monica, CA 90405
(310) 985-2099
cabincreekcrystals.com

TRIM
2736 Main St
Santa Monica, CA 90405
(310) 396-3330
venicetrim.com

SKIN LAB
2801 Main St
Santa Monica, CA 90405
(310) 310-2003
www.skinlab-la.com

SANCTUAIRE
2305 Main St
Santa Monica, CA 90405
sanctuaireshoppe.com
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$25M
Record Sale

15
Years in Real Estate

75%
Sales Increase Year 

Over Year

1.5 B
Total Sales Volume

Recognized in the top 1% nationally, 
and specializing in high end luxury 
residential sales, Cindy Ambuehl has 
proudly built a stellar reputation for 
her unrelenting work ethic, integrity, 
honesty, and thorough knowledge of 
the marketplace. 
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C I N DY  A M B U E H L

Cindy Ambuehl
818.489.0282
cindy@cindyambuehl.com
DRE 01821934
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The Best for
the Best!

Let's celebrate 
you this season with 
glowing skin, lit from 
within thanks to 
treatments from 
be well {groomed!}

Voted Best of Santa Monica 
Skincare Clinic 2022

bewellgroomed.com | 5th & Santa Monica Blvd

over 30+ local artists

shop handmade pottery 
made by

at Still Life Studio’s Annual 
Holiday Member Sale!

Friday, December 9th 
5 PM - 9 PM

Saturday, December 10th 
10 AM - 5 PM

850 Pico Blvd Santa Monica CA 90405
Follow us @still_life_studios

Support a small business 
this holiday season

Use Your Dental Insurance Benefits Before End of Year!

 Call for details.

2730 Wilshire Boulevard
Suite 100, Santa Monica, CA 90403

310-828-2440
LiveWell.dentist  

&

You could also save on restorative 

&

A 30-Year Santa Monica Tradition of  
Trusted &

One Trusted Office for  
All Your Dental Needs

TMJ & Bite Problems

Schedule 
Online Now!

© chrisad 2022

Our Goal
For you & your family to never need dental work in 
the future. The word “doctor” comes from the Latin 
word “docere,” meaning “to teach.” We help achieve 

this goal by “teaching with hygiene visits twice a 
year, which can eliminate gum disease & ensure a 

lifetime of a healthy mouth & body.
– Dr. Mehra Pouyan
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Pico
Put some Pico sparkle in your eyes! Easy, local ideas to lift your spirits and celebrate the season.

Fun Things To-Do List!

Sit At The Counter At Classic Diner
Rae's Restaurant is open for 
breakfast and lunch, regulars fill the 
place day after day, and the cooks 
and waiters have worked here for 
years and years. We like the French 
toast or omelets for breakfast, lunch 
is perfect with a grilled cheese, a 
hamburger plate with thick fries 
or a side of mashed potatoes with 
gravy. Jell-O or tapioca pudding 
for dessert ends the experience in 
style.

Give Your Fur Best Friend 
A Holiday Makeover
Perennially one of Pico Blvd’s Most 
Loved Businesses, Paws & Effect Pet 
Spa’s charming little corner location 
offers up friendly service and hypo-
allergenic products for your loved 
one. Book ahead, they are super 
popular.
Show Your Out-of-Town 
Visitors A Good Time
Head to Gilbert’s El Indio, order up 
a pitcher of house margaritas, eat 
tacos and enchiladas family-style, 
and let the good times roll at Santa 
Monica’s Most Loved Mexican 
Restaurant. It’s kitschy and the family 
who owns is welcoming, and loads 
of fun. 
Throw A Ceramic Bowl with Your 
Girlfriends
Still Life Studios is a beautiful, 
soaring space on Pico Blvd. They 
offer a wide range of ceramic 
classes, memberships, host parties 
and are having a handmade pottery 
sale from 30+ artists on Friday, Dec. 
9, and Saturday, Dec. 10.
Festive Cocktails and Appetizers
Upper West is a classy yet casual bar 
and restaurant right at the entrance 
to Santa Monica on Pico Blvd. Chef 
Nick and Fred, the gracious GM, 
dress up the beamed ceiling and 
mahogany bar extra-lovely for the 
holidays. Cheers!

Host A Holiday Open House
Load the cart at Trader 
Joe's with easy hand foods  
stylebyemilyhenderson.com/blog/
trader-joes-best-snacks-and-hacks. 
Have you sampled Trader Joe's 
branded wines? Try the Platinum 
or Grand Reserve offerings 
for Chardonnay and Cabernet 
Sauvignon. Superb!

Work Out To Keep 
Your Spirits Bright
Pico has so many fitness options. 
Blue Republic CrossFit is a tribal 
experience – plus there’s plenty of 
free parking and $25 gives you a 
trial week of unlimited classes. Tribe
Pilates and Good Body Pilates offer 
options for those who love it.

Make Your Kid Feel Special 
Grab a scrumptious hot chocolate for the 
kiddo and a honey latte for you at Lo/Cal 
Coffee. Cross the street for playtime at the 
fabulous playground at Virginia Ave Park. 
Hit the charming Pico Library next to it for a 
picture book story to share together.

Make A Day of It At Virginia Ave Park
Check out the Pico Library's Storytime for 
Kids and special holiday programs. Enjoy 
two playgrounds and a splash pad, or plan 
a pickup basketball game on the courts. 
Stakeout a picnic table and BBQ (first come 
first serve). It’s like a day in the country!
Stroll the Pico Saturday Farmer's Market
Market Manager Kym and her team host 
a bevy of California farmers with the very 
best, organic, freshest produce, eggs, 
nuts and flowers. Live music, taco and 
roasted chicken vendors, fresh squeezed 
orange juice and friendly staff make the 
day a simple pleasure.
Make Yourself Extra Presentable!
Men - Pico Barber Shop
Women - Adriana’s Hair Studio
Enjoy A Local Theatre Play
The Morgan-Wixson Theatre is super cozy, 
est. in 1946, and is a perfect first play 
experience for the kids! Kid classic Matilda 
is playing thru Dec. 3, and Freckleface 
Strawberry The Musical opens at the end 
of January 2023.

Practice Skiing!
It’s ingenious! Learn to ski and snowboard 
year-round at this indoor snow sports 
training center right on Pico Blvd! 
Pico's Virtual Snow LA offers classes by 
appointment only.

People Watch at a Lo/Cal Cafe
We love sitting in front at Lo/Cal Coffee 
on a Saturday morning with not a thing 
to follow on your schedule. They serve 
delicious coffee and the view to the 
Pico Farmer’s Market offers color and 
diversity. Say to barista Anne Carmack, the 
incredible local writer and artist who also 
serves up lattes.

Star Gaze
The Santa Monica College Planetarium 
hasn't reopened to the public, but virtual 
Friday evening shows are at 8 p.m. and are 
preceded by a streamlined virtual digest 
of the popular Night Sky Show at 7p.m., 
offering the latest news on astronomy 
and space exploration. The shows include 
the chance to chat with the planetarium 
lecturers and ask questions. www.smc.edu/
planetarium (look for a brand new, state-of-
the-art planetarium in 2024!)

Give Yourself The Gift of Relaxation
Vela Massage offers massage and 
treatments to nurture your hardworking, 
stressed-out self. Book an hour of 
happiness, you deserve it.

Pico Mural Tour 
Find an online map that lists all 
Pico Blvd murals (40!) from the 
beach up to Centinela at the 
I-10 at picopassport.com/map or 
download and print it. There are 
suggestions for eats and coffee 
shops integrated into the map tour.

Splurge on Brunch from An 
Award-Winning Chef
Chef Raphael Lunetta and his team at this 
eponymous institution have set up three 
patios for guests who love lemon ricotta 
pancakes and deep-fried chicken breast 
sandwiches, and that is just the beginning 
of a delish menu. Order mimosas and let 
the glorious meal begin.
Stay Up Late With A Date
Have a casual bistro dinner at The 
Brixton gastropub, then walk up the 
block to the Daily Pint for the finest 
whiskey selection on the West Coast, 
a pool game, shuffleboard
or foosball!

Take A Night Off From Cooking
Prime Pizza has taken over the old Grey 
Block location, freshened the décor, 
shined the big picture window with its 
view of SMC, and made the covered 
back patio cozy and perfect for restless 
kids. Best of all, they have wine and 
beer now, too. Cheers!
Breakfast for You, Smog 
Check for Your Ride
Santa Monica Motors at Cloverfield 
& 23rd St. is STAR-certified and 
does the work lickety-split. Walk 
next door to the Lazy Daisy for 
huevos rancheros or a French 
onion burger while the experts get 
your smog papers in order.
Visit A Historical Space
Pico’s Woodlawn Cemetery dates back 
to the 1870s and its 26 lushly green 
acres chronicle an amazingly diverse 
list of pioneers, civic leaders, artists 
and rascals who have shaped the 
city and our world. Look for astronaut 
Sally Ride, actors Doug McClure, Paul 
Henreid, Barbara Billingsley and Ted 
Bessell of That Girl fame, or Leo Carillo 
and activist Tom Hayden, Jane Fonda’s 
former husband.

Celebrate the Season Cocktails
The spectacular holiday décor 
at Shutters on the Beach or 
Upper West make the cocktail 
experience merry and bright.

Grown Up Picnic in Virginia Ave. Park 
Order a picnic box from Lady & Larder 
and bring a blanket to the green grass 
at Virginia Ave Park. Check out the 
shop’s Secret Lunch Menu for a truly 
unforgettable sandwich!
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Pico Fun Things To-Do List Contacts:

pick up gift cards from our local merchants - always a perfect gift! 
Go to www.picopassport.com for a Pico Merchant Directory

Shutters: 
1 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405
(310) 458-0030

Virginia Ave. Park: 
2200 Virginia Ave, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90404
(310) 458-8688

Upper West: 
3321 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405
(310) 586-1111

Lady & Larder: 
828 Pico Blvd, 
Suite 2, Santa 
Monica, CA 90405
(310) 392-1700 

Lunetta:
2420 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405
(310) 581-4201

Gilbert's:
2526 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405
(310) 450-8057

The Brixton: 
2827 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405
(310) 449-4567

Paws & Effect Pet Spa
3030 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405
(310) 450-9017

CrossFit Blue 
Republic: 
3328 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405
(310) 399-1546

Trader Joe's:
3212 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405
(310) 581-0253

Rae's:
2901 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405
(310) 828-7937

Mural map can be 
found at: 
picopassport.com/map

Prime Pizza: 
1811 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica 
CA 90405
(310) 314-2777

Lazy Daisy:
2300 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405
(424) 330-0123

Still Life Studio: 
850 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405
(424) 268-4018

Tribe Pilates: 
911 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405
(310) 405-6394

Woodlawn Cemetery:
847 14th St, Santa 
Monica, CA 90404
(310) 458-8717

Vela Massage:
2314 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405
(424) 744-8522

Santa Monica 
Motors:
2318 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405
(310) 450-6510

Pico's Virtual 
Snow LA:
3105 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405
(310) 264-4800

Lo/Cal:
2214 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405
(424) 322-2710

SMC Planetarium: 
Drescher Hall, 
1900 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405

Pico Saturday 
Farmer's Market:
2200 Virginia Ave, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405
(310) 458-8712

Morgan-Wixson 
Theatre: 
2627 Pico Blvd, 
Santa Monica, 
CA 90405
(310) 828-7519
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The Pico Improvement Organization (PIO) mission is to promote the merchants 
that line the 3-mile stretch of Pico Boulevard from the beach up to the 10 
Freeway, and foster good relations with the Pico community. This holiday season 
coincides with the opening of the Pico Culture House at 3018 Pico Blvd, Santa 
Monica, and a festive Winter Wonderland window sponsored by Pico merchants.

Join Pico merchants on Friday, Dec. 9 from 4pm - 7pm for a fun family event with 
gingerbread cookie-decorating for the kids, hot chocolate and sweet treats, 
wine & beer & appetizers for adults. PIO is celebrating the holiday season, our 
fabulous Pico merchants, and a slate of events to come at the Culture House, 
including art shows, book readings, merchant demos, artisan markets, social 
events like short film previews, fundraisers and kid's programs.

The Pico Improvement Org. adopted the Pico Centinela Off 
Ramp from CalTrans this year, and has planted a drought 
garden at the bottom of the ramp. Lights have been added 
to the building to add a glow to the garden at night, and the 
Pico Volunteer Litter Crew regularly picks up trash along the 
ramp. PIO wants to welcome visitors entering Santa Monica 
on Pico Blvd. with a fresh pop of color and pretty scenery! No 
more unsightly litter, weeds and dirt. This project will finish 
before the end of December with a polished look created by 
a carpet of green dwarf star plants to the edge of the ramp.

Pico!
You're invited!

Winter Wonderland on
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A Winter Wonderland 
window display at Pico 

Culture House. 3018 
Pico Blvd. Bring the Kids!

In other beautification news...
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Pico Blvd. is Santa Monica’s most 
eclectic shopping district, housing 
everything from auto repair to fine 
dining to home decor to custom 
artisans but among its diverse retail 
options, an interesting crop of Asian 
eateries have blossomed on the street. 

Mandarin Chinese & Japanese

Mandarin Chinese & Japanese Cuisine 
offers delicious dining, takeout and de-
livery. The restaurant has become a 
cornerstone of the Santa Monica com-
munity and has been recognized for 
its outstanding Chinese cuisine, excel-
lent service and friendly staff. They are 
known for their modern interpretation of 
classic dishes and its insistence on only 
using high quality fresh ingredients.

Viet Noodle Bar

The Vietnamese restaurant on Pico is not 
only the city’s best kept secret, but also 
a hidden gem for the region. Their under 
the radar reputation is no joke. They have 
no website and very limited social media 
presence but what they have in abun-
dance is love for their fresh, clean Viet-
namese cuisine. 

The menu has dishes easily recognizable 
including spicy beef soup soup, Pho and a 
chicken plate, but it’s their unique house 
dishes like Turmeric Fish Noodle and Gin-
ger Fish Pho that have earned them a loy-
al following. Customers describe the Tumeric Fish as life affirming but their 
other options are equally appealing whether it’s the selection of Vietnamese 
sandwiches or the Jackfruit Noodles for vegetarians. 

Mom & Bop

MOM & BOP specializes in Korean food 
inspired by the California lifestyle. It is up-
scale and fast casual fare that uses many 
different ingredients from Korea, China, 
Japan, and Southeast Asia. They serve 
high-quality grilled and slow cooked 
meats, as well as healthy fermented, 
pickled, and fresh vegetables. Custom-
ers can choose from different bases (rice, 
noodles, and/or salad), several toppings, 
and a variety of homemade sauces. The 
food is healthy, satisfying, creative and, in 
a nutshell, fun. The entire menu is made 
up of unique ingredients. They offer gluten-free, house-made, and many veg-
an-friendly options.

Customers persistently praise both the staff for their friendly attitude and the 
food. Korean options are severely limited in Santa Monica and locals who 
want some spice, or just flavor with their meals, consider the restaurant their 
go-to option. 

Indo-Asian grocery

Pico’s Indo-Asian grocery is another 
“locals-only” spot that eschews digi-
tal marketing for a focus on old fash-
ioned customer service. Shoppers 
know they can find what they need 
with the always friendly help of the 
owners and whether you’re looking 
for food, drinks, party supplies, house-
hold items, decorations or kid  clothes 
or something else, the store has a se-
lection unlike anything else in the city. 

For the curious cook, just as valuable as the spice selection is the advice 
and knowledge available free of charge. 

Yoshinoya

Sometimes you just need something 
fast, easy, still tasty and affordable. 
That’s where Yoshinoya comes in. 
The Japanese multinational fast food 
chain has specialized in beef bowl 
restaurants since 1899. Its motto is 
"Tasty, low-priced, and quick" which 
is exactly what you get. 

Ma’am’s Thai Takeout 

Ma’am’s is so much more than you can 
ever imagine from the name alone but 
what you can be assured of is you’ll 
get some of the best Thai food any-
where in the area. 

The store has long had a small se-
lection of specialty items for sale up 
front, essentially offering customers 
the chance to buy directly from their 
pantry. The selection may be small, 
but it’s truly unlike anything else out 
there and if you need something for a dish, it’s probably your best bet. 
However, the meat and potatoes of the business is a rotating menu of 
truly authentic Thai dishes prepared with love, care and expertise. 

The store posts its daily menu online and on their instagram (@maammar-
ket) and customers can call ahead to place an order. Daily dishes might 
include Pad Thai, Larb, Mango Sticky Rice, Curry or any other number of 
tasty items. And if you really want to know the secrets to great food, they 
also offer cooking classes. 

Pico!
Find Asian Cuisine on
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GET BACK

ON TRACK

 

SANTA MONICA COLLEGE

Complete a full-credit 
class in just 6 weeks!

Online, hybrid, and 
in-person classes 
available.

Classes start Jan 3
smc.edu/winter

SANTA MONICA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Dr. Louise Jaffe, Chair; Barry Snell, Vice Chair; Dr. Susan Aminoff; Dr. Nancy Greenstein; Dr. Margaret Quiñones-Perez;  
Rob Rader; Dr. Sion Roy; Catalina Fuentes Aguirre, Student Trustee; Kathryn E. Jeffery, Ph.D., Superintendent/President

Santa Monica College | 1900 Pico Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 90405 | smc.edu
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AFFIRMATION EFFECT 
Eco-Friendly
11oz Affirmation Scented 
Candles-Handmade, 
reusable, natural wax

90404

$19.99
affirmationeffect.com

THE GOURMANDISE 
SCHOOL 
Experience
The Gourmandise School 
offers hands-on cooking 
classes for beginners to 
professionals focused on 
teaching classic techniques 
and use locally sourced 
ingredients.

395 Santa Monica Place, 
Santa Monica CA 90401

$125
santamonicaplace.com/
Directory/Details/607001

BUENA VIDA TEA 
BAR & GARDEN
Experience
Buena Vida Tea Bar 
& Garden is a mutual 
exploration of exceptional 
loose leaf teas and the best 
ways to enjoy them.

726 Montana Ave.                                               
Santa Monica, CA 90403

$30 per person 
buenavidatea.com

TENSHOPPE 
On a Budget
Tenshoppe is a fashion 
brand that embodies the 
effortless cool lifestyle of 
LA. Our assortment is an 
expression of our customer's 
appreciation for fashion at 
great quality and even better 
prices.

395 Santa Monica Place, 
Santa Monica 90401

$25
yelp.com/biz/tenshoppe-
santa-monica

CAYTON CHILDREN'S 
MUSEUM 
Experience
The Cayton Children’s 
Museum offers 21,000 
square feet of discovery-
based exhibits and 
immersive play including a 
robust calendar of arts and 
cultural activities designed 
for children 0 to 8 and their 
families, including public 
programs, festivals, camps, 
classes, workshops and 
more.

395 Santa Monica Place, 
Level 3, Santa Monica 90401

$15
caytonmuseum.org

THÖMUS USA
Eco-Friendly
Say goodbye to high gas 
prices and carbon emissions, 
and use the Spinciti 
Amsterdam to get around 
town for short trips. Purpose-
built as a dedicated electric 
bike, with removable battery, 
Shimano gears, and reliable 
motors that can go 20mph 
to 28mph, depending on 
model.
1314 Montana Ave. 
Santa Monica, CA 90403

$1000 to $1500
thomus.com

LOULOU RESTAURANT 
ROOFTOP & LOUNGE 
Experience
Celebrate your most 
precious moments and 
embark on a sunset 
journey that highlights the 
most delicate flavors in an 
ambiance that tantalizes your 
senses.

395 Santa Monica Place, 
Level 3, Santa Monica 90401

$100
loulousantamonica.com

HEAL THE BAY AQUARIUM 
Eco-Friendly
Reduce your plastic footprint 
with reusable gifts like 
our bamboo utensil set, 
retractable metal straws, 
Bee's Wrap, water bottles, 
and marine-themed cotton 
lunchbags.
1600 Ocean Front Walk, 
Santa Monica, CA 90401

$9- $30
shop.healthebay.org

INTOMESEA
Experience
No matter what plane you 
are sea-king to improve, 
IntoMeSea’s Floatation 
Meditation experience will 
support your creative, holistic 
and healthy life.

1812 Lincoln Blvd, Santa 
Monica, CA 90404

$66-$111
 intomesea.com

SANTA MONICA 
TRAVEL & TOURISM 
On a Budget
Assorted Coasters depicting 
popular Santa Monica 
scenes and locations.

2427 Main Street, Santa 
Monica, CA 90405

$7.99
santamonica.com

CARILOHA 
Eco-Friendly
Driven by a comfort, health 
and eco-conscious lifestyle, 
Cariloha transforms self-
replenishing bamboo fields 
into comfortable bamboo-
viscose fabrics to provide the 
best in natural luxury.

395 Santa Monica Place, 
Santa Monica CA 90401

$15 - $400
santamonicaplace.com/
Directory/Details/845349

cariloha.com/stores/santa-
monica-california
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Here are some of our favorite items 
from this year’s Buy Local SM Holiday 

Gift Guide. To see more, visit Instagram 
@BuyLocalSM. Thank you for 

supporting Santa Monica businesses 
this holiday season.

#BuyLocalSM #ShopSmall

For more info on Buy Local visit:
www.buylocalsm.com

(or www.santamonica.gov/buylocal)

HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE



18

'T
is 

th
e S

ea
so

n
 | 

20
22

STAY CONNECTED 
WITH YOUR CITY!
Subscribe to  SaMoNews, 
the City’s digital community 
newsletter at santamonica.gov  

Dial 311 for questions about City 
services

Sign up for SMAlerts for 
emergencies and incidents 
at santamonica.gov/alerts
 

   @cityofsantamonica  
  @santamonicacity 
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GREEN YOUR

Holiday's!
The holidays are a time when we think about our loved ones but despite the 
season of consumption, it can also be a time to show some love for Mother 
Nature. No one is saying kids shouldn’t have kids wrapped under the tree, but 
you can minimize the mountain of waste produced each year both through 
smarter choices about what to give and effort put into where you get those 
gifts from.
First and foremost, the holidays should not be about getting the latest tech 
or getting the best deals on items you already own or don’t need. Make 
memories, start traditions, share laughs, give back to those in need. That’s 
what the holidays are about. And you can give those memories through 
experiences.
Santa Monica’s Gourmandise School is consistently touted as one of the best 
cooking schools in Southern California. Does your teen need to know more 
than how to microwave noodles? Do you want a date night that has all the 
fun of cooking at home with none of the dishes? How about a raft of home 
cooked pies guaranteed to make your mother-in-law jealous?  You can do it all 
at Gourmandise. They offer gift certificates but you can also just book a private 
party for your friends, family or coworkers (if you really like them).
If you’re more into burning calories than eating them, consider the TSNY 

trapeze school on the Pier. You know you’ve seen it a hundred times when 
you’re on the beach but how often have you considered going in and flying 
yourself? It’s surprisingly easy. Expert instructors provide a totally safe, 
welcoming and easily accessible introduction to the trapeze. No packaging, no 
waste, just lifelong memories.
Santa Monica is also home to some of the world’s best beaches and you can 
try a pedicab tour with Awesome Pedicab or maybe grab a surf lesson.
If you do want to actually give something, think about items with less waste.  
Recontained or Square One Refills offer consumers a zero-waste alternative to 
many household items.
Customers either bring their own containers or purchase them in store, fill 
them with as much product as they like.
The goal is to protect the environment by encouraging others to not merely 
recycle their waste, but to remove it from the equation altogether. In addition 
to the packaging being environmentally friendly, the ingredients are ethically 
and sustainably sourced.
Green is already associated with this time of year so it shouldn’t be hard to add 
some sustainability to your season.

holidays a little bit greener:
Here is a list of things you can do to make your

• Gift experiences over 
material items (concerts, 
massages, sports games, 
food tours)

• Choose items with minimal 
packaging (Not wrapped in 
plastic)

• Use reusable wrapping 
(furoshiki, reusable bags)

• Used repurposed wrapping 
(used gift bags, old 
newspaper, grocery paper 
bags)

• LED decorative lights, solar 
powered lights for outside

• Shop at the farmers 
market or buy local small 
businesses for your festive 
dinners

• Compost your live tree

• Reduce your meat and dairy 
consumption

• Offset your carbon 
emissions for holiday travel

• Donate to a local charity on 
behalf of a friend or family 
member

• Homemade and DIY gifts 
(cookies, knitted scarf)

Let’s spend less time in stores and more time 
outside and with family and friends.
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Join us for the return of The Miramar’s annual community holiday 
gathering under the historic Moreton Bay Fig Tree. Enjoy an afternoon 

filled with fun and festive frolics for the entire family. 
 

A Free Event for Our Community with Live Entertainment, 
Photos with Santa, Seasonal Crafts, and Snow!

Sunday, December 11, 2pm - 5pm

This year, we join forces with Santa Monicares to benefit Westside Food 
Bank and Chrysalis. Please bring new or gently worn clothing or 
non-perishable food items to contribute to those most in need. 

 

101 WILSHIRE BLVD, SANTA MONICA, CA 90401

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Meet Me Under the Fig Tree
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Downtown Santa Monica, Inc. (DTSM) brings the holidays to the downtown 
district with the return of Winterlit, and the City’s flagship seasonal event: ICE. 

After a two year hiatus, the 8,000-square-foot rink will once again transform the corner 
of Fifth Street and Arizona Avenue into a winter wonderland and bring a little ice to the 
beachside community.

The rink reopened in November with a grand opening celebration and will remain 
open daily through January 16, 2023 from noon to 10 p.m. with skate rental and all-day 
admission for $20. 

ICE AT SANTA MONICA
Looking for that special activity for the family or the season wrap for your company? Consider 
hosting your next party at the ice rink. Cabanas are available for rent in 2-hour time slots and 
can accommodate up to 25 people each. If you are interested in renting out the ice rink for a 
private party or hosting a special event please contact Ice@downtownsm.com.

While ICE is the anchor of the holiday season, it’s just part of the larger Winterlit celebration 
downtown. 

Tens of thousands of colorful lights, decor and garland will deck the Third Street Promenade, 2nd 
and 4th Streets, illuminating convenient shopping and cozy outdoor dining experiences. Santa 
comes to the Promenade on December 1 at 6 pm for the annual lighting of the official City of Santa 
Monica 24-foot-tall holiday tree. 

Nightly menorah lightings will celebrate the Festival of Lights during the Hanukkah season from 
Sunday, December 18 through Sunday, December 25. The lighting of the menorah will begin at 
sundown and take place on the 1400 block of Third Street Promenade (located between Santa 
Monica Blvd and Broadway).

Steps from the Promenade, Santa Monica Place will also join in on the holiday festivities with a 
variety of events, photo opportunities and performances to accompany holiday shoppers. From 
November 19 through December 24, guests can cozy up next to Santa for photos and experience 
the brand-new Santa House upgraded with sleek, festive décor. The shopping center will welcome 
the return of its twinkle lights and larger than life holiday decor along with the iconic 50-foot Center 
Plaza Christmas tree. In December, the popular dancing Beach Belles, Breakfast with Santa, Pet 
Nights, Menorah Lighting and live holiday DJ sets will also take place. Visit santamonicaplace.com 
for more information.

For additional information and to book a cabana rental at the ice rink, visit downtownsm.com/
iceAtSantaMonica.

For more information on holiday happenings in Downtown Santa 
Monica, visit downtownsm.com/winterlit.



22

'T
is 

th
e S

ea
so

n
 | 

20
22

Ice at Santa Monica, an 8,000-square-foot ice-skating 
rink, is the winter wonderland you’ve been waiting 
for. Lace up your skates and join us for the ultimate 
outdoor holiday experience. Located at the corner of 
Fifth Street and Arizona Avenue.

14OO BLOCK OF THIRD STREET 
PROMENADE

THIRD STREET PROMENADE

Join local synagogues and community 

groups for nightly celebrations during 

the Festival of Lights.

Bring your four-legged friends to a 

special pet night and "sit" for a photo 

with Santa during Pet Nights at Santa 

Monica Place. Dogs and cats only.

Shop 40+ local vendors featuring 

elevated and sustainable brands and a 

curated selection of holiday gifts.

Sing, dance and play with Santa and friends 

during this family-friendly event benefiting 

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Enjoy 

kid-friendly crafts, face-painting, special 

musical performances, and snacks.

Open Daily, 12 noon - 10 p.m.

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS IN 
DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA WITH

Visit Santa Claus at his ocean-side 

workshop in Center Plaza at Santa 

Monica Place. Pre-book your visit at 

SantaMonicaPlace.com.

Santa comes to the Promenade for the 

annual lighting of the official City of Santa 

Monica holiday tree. Enjoy performances 

by local groups, FREE photos with Santa, 

and a snowy surprise!

13OO BLOCK OF THIRD STREET 
PROMENADE
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JANE OF TARZANA
Books, pjs, games, clothes & 
accessories- all reasonably 
priced.
1607 Montana Ave, Santa 
Monica, CA 90403
(310) 395-5002

janeoftarzana.com

LA VITRINE BY MUSTI 
Jewelry & accessories
1119 Montana Ave, Santa Monica, 
CA 90403
(310) 395-4500

bymusti.com

BURRO
Offering a selection of women's, 
men's and kid apparel, handbags, 
apothecary, books, & stationaries
1533 Montana Ave, Santa Monica, 
CA 90403
(310) 319-2304

burrogoods.com

The sun is setting a little earlier in Santa Monica these days, and nothing takes the chill out 
of these long winter nights better than comforting cashmere, plush towels, warm candles and 

radiant jewelry. Treat your loved ones by shopping on Montana Avenue.

CLARE V.
Purses & accessories
1318 Montana Avenue Santa 
Monica, CA 90403
(310) 395-3079

clarev.com

MARGARET O’LEARY
Cashmere wraps,
beanies, gloves
1605 Montana Ave, 
Santa Monica, CA 90403
(310) 496-1800

margaretoleary.com

FRANKIE'S ON THE PARK
Everything tween, teen and 
beyond
712 Montana Ave, Santa 
Monica, CA 90403
(310) 451-0404

frankiesonthepark.com

BRENTWOOD 
GENERAL STORE
Gift baskets, customized gifts, 
& seasonal decorations
1230 Montana Ave #108, 
Santa Monica, CA 90403
(310) 394-9225

brentwoodgeneralstore.com

TEN WOMEN GALLERY
Handmade by local women 
artists, ornaments, ceramics, 
textiles, art, glass, & more.
1128 Montana Ave, Santa Monica, 
CA 90403
(310) 393-6254

tenwomenartgallery.com

G I F T  G U I D E
Montana Avenue
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N E W  B U S I N E S S E S

Montana Avenue

CICLIQUE THÖMUS BIKES
Featuring the finest selection of 

high performance bikes and parts.
1316 Montana Ave,

Santa Monica, CA 90403
(424) 259-0328

ciclique.com

BIJOU INDOCHINE
Jewelry that embodies a Zen 

simplicity design with the 
power of authentic gemstones.

909 Montana Ave
Santa Monica, CA 90403

bijouindochine.com

OPENCLOSIT
Their mission is to extend the lifespan of 
designer clothing, keeping it circulation 
through their sustainable marketplace.

1527 Montana Ave
Santa Monica, CA 90403

(310) 430-2609
openclosit.com

PERSPIRE SAUNA STUDIO
This studio is equipped with medical grade 

light therapy in a private room for you to 
detox, relax, and re-energize.

924 Montana Ave, Santa Monica, CA 90403
(310) 526-8760

perspiresaunastudio.com/ca/
santa-monica/

LENNY JEANS
All Lenny items are repurposed 

and hand-customized from 
carefully sourced vintage pieces

1406 Montana Ave,
Santa Monica, CA 90403

withlovelenny.com

BROOKLINEN
Featuring a wide selection 
of sheets, bedding, pillows, 

towels, loungewear and more.
800 14th St., 

Santa Monica, CA 90403
(646)-798-7447
brooklinen.com

There is no better time than the holiday season to visit some of Montana Avenue's 
newest businesses! A luxurious new sheet set or state-of-the-art electric bike would 
look beautiful under the tree, but there's no rule against putting your own name on 
your gift list. We won't tell!
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LA LA LAND 
KIND CAFE
‘Kindness first, coffee 
second’ is the motto of 
the bright and dreamy 
La La Land Kind Cafe. 
Any customer who 
walks through the 
door is guaranteed 
to receive a compliment by at least one of 
several beaming staff members.

1426 Montana Ave #1, Santa Monica, CA 
90403

THE COURTYARD 
KITCHEN
With its charming outdoor 
patio courtyard with rustic 
tables and succulents, this 
eatery attracts Montana 
locals with a great breakfast 
selection along with a 
healthy, eclectic lunch and 
dinner menu. Serving brunch all day, the eatery 
specializes in New American cuisine and has an 
equally popular wine bar.

1211 Montana Ave #C, Santa Monica, CA 90403

SWEET GREENS
The food at Sweet Greens is 
about more than just food. 
Their core values guide 
their actions and they aim to 
empower customers, team 
members and partners to 
be a positive force on the 
food system. That’s why 
they’ve built a transparent supply network, why 
they cook from scratch, and why they’re building 
a community of people who believe in the power 
of real food.

1517 Montana Ave, Santa Monica, CA 90403

GO GET EM TIGER
The Montana location 
has a Test Kitchen 
menu featuring a 
unique range of 
all-day, grab and go, 
and breakfast dishes 
alongside delicious 
GGET coffee and tea 
drinks that are only available at this cafe.

930 Montana Ave, Santa Monica, CA 
90403

LE MACARON
Founders, Rosalie 
Guillem, who was 
living in Florida and 
her daughter, Audrey 
Guillem-Saba, living in 
France, had a dream 
to share delectable 
French macarons with 
the world and to reunite their family. The 
family, originally hailing from France, were 
surprised to find that the American take 
on the “macaron” was often simply sugar 
spun into a cookie shape or confused with 
the familiar coconut cookie “macaroon”. 
They knew that with a little consumer 
education, and by treating the American 
palate to true French macarons, they could 
bring a taste and texture sensation to the 
marketplace.

1301 Montana Ave, Santa Monica, CA 
90403

CAFFE LUXXE
It all began in 2006 
with a richly drawn 
espresso enjoyed one 
fine Italian morning 
while on holiday. 
From their first sip, 
co-founders (and best 
friends since school) 
Mark Wain and Gary Chau began dreaming 
of traveling the world to source inspiration 
for our own neighborhood cafes. That 
dream has grown into a mini-Westside 
empire providing locals with some of the 
finest coffee experiences anywhere in the 
world.

925 Montana Ave, Santa Monica, CA 
90403

SAVIDA-RAW SEAFOOD BAR
Savida brings unique flavors and 
beautifully designed dishes to 
Santa Monica’s Montana Avenue. 

1303 Montana Ave, Santa 
Monica, CA 90403

THE BROTHER’S SUSHI
This company has earned a 
reputation for its inventive use of 
fresh fish and stellar bento boxes 
in recent years.

1008 Montana Ave #1, Santa 
Monica, CA 90403

MCCALL’S MEAT & FISH CO.
McCall’s stays true to the 
original vision of being a chef’s 
pantry, meaning it carries a 
carefully cultivated collection 
of ingredients to build an entire 
gourmet meal from scratch.

1426 Montana Ave, Suite 7. 
Santa Monica, CA 90403

ANDREW’S CHEESE SHOP
While you can trust that every 
cheese in the place is great, just 
as important is knowing that the 
staff understand where each 
cheese fits into a meal or dish 
and whether you want a single 
cheese to finish your risotto or 
a pre-prepared board to feed a 
crowd, Andrews has you covered. 

728 Montana Ave, Santa Monica, CA 90403

MARGO’S 
Their new menu features a range 
of plant-based comfort foods 
including nachos, tacos, pizza, 
pasta, and burgers alongside 
salads and vegetable side 
dishes. 

1534 Montana Ave, Santa 
Monica, CA 90403

BREADBLOK
Breadblok is a gluten-free 
bakery for everyone that 
only uses the finest, purest 
ingredients to make artisan 
breads and pastries that 
satisfy the needs of every 
health-conscious lifestyle.

1511 Montana Ave, Santa Monica, CA 90403

ERIN MCKENNA’S BAKERY
Erin McKenna’s Bakery serves 
breakfast, lunch and dinner in 
addition to the sweet treats 
that have made her business 
a cult favorite among 
Angelenos in search of vegan 
brownies and bagels.

1415 Montana Ave, Santa Monica, CA 90403

BREAKFAST BY 
SALT'S CURE
The menu offers a selection 
of owners delectable griddle 
cakes, a classic breakfast 
sandwich and a range of 
breakfast sides designed to 
pair perfectly with the cakes. 
According to founder and 
head chef Chris Phelps, every item is carefully 
cultivated and sourced with the highest quality 
ingredients to ensure it is absolutely perfect as is.

714 Montana Ave, Santa Monica, CA 90403

BARDONNA
Bardonna is a big believer 
in all day brunch and they 
have you covered on all 
the essentials. Breakfast 
burritos. Bowls. Salads. Fancy 
grilled cheese. Vegan and 
gluten-free comfort classics 
including donuts and pastries. 
And a whole menu dedicated to toast.

1601 Montana Ave, Santa Monica, CA 90403

F O O D I E S  PA R A D I E S

Seafood & Sushi: Gluten Free bakeries:

Vegan:

Good all day:

Coffee:

Hang out, work, 
& people watch:

Markets, Deli & Specialty:

Breakfast:

Montana Avenue
Whether you're looking for a healthy, refreshing bite or a rich, decadent 
morsel, Montana Avenue offers a little something for every type of foodie. 
Treat yourself to a fabulous brunch followed by a coffee crawl up Santa 
Monica's premiere dining street. After all, you've been good all year.

PRIMO PASSO
As a family owned boutique 
coffee shop, they are 
specialists in premium 
coffee accompanied by 
the best pastry items in 
town. Stop by their Santa 
Monica coffee shop for 
the best espresso in the 
neighborhood.

702 Montana Ave, Santa Monica, CA 90403

GREENS UP! SALADS
An eco-friendly spot for 
salads and juices that 
offers a bounty of options. 
Customers can choose from 
one of their expertly crafted 
salad suggestions or just go 
crazy with the customizable 
bowl.

912 Montana Ave, Santa Monica, CA 90403
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TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR FITNESS AND 
NUTRITION WITH 1V1 OR SEMI-PRIVATE 
PERSONAL TRAINING AT SWEAT 60.

WE WILL SHOW YOU HOW TO GET STRONG 
AND LEAN SO YOU CAN PERFORM BETTER 
IN ALL ASPECTS OF YOUR LIFE.
IF YOU WANT TO EXPERIENCE A TRUE TRANSFORMATION, 

BOOK A STRATEGY SESSION WITH ONE OF OUR COACHES AT

WWW.SWEAT60FITNESS.COM
OR TEXT

 424-401-2010
@SWEAT60LA

2323 LINCOLN BLVD
SANTA MONICA , CA 90405
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Tis the Season

PACIFIC PARK 
380 Santa Monica Pier 

310.260.8744

THE PLAYLAND ARCADE  
350 Santa Monica Pier 

310 451-5133
 

TRAPEZE SCHOOL NEW 
YORK IN LOS ANGELES 
370 Santa Monica Pier 

310.394.5800
 

HEAL THE BAY AQUARIUM 
1600 Ocean Front Walk 

310.393.6149

OATMAN ROCKSHOP
321 Santa Monica Pier 

310.394.0780

66 TO CALI  
818.599.0972

 
PIER BAIT AND TACKLE  
404 Santa Monica Pier 

310.576.2014 

MARLENE’S BEACH 
COMBER

340 Santa Monica Pier 
310.260.8744

HATS AMAZING  
Located across from  

Bubba Gump 

PIER PHOTO COMPANY 
Located on the boardwalk 

across from Playland 
Arcade

BEACH SIGNS AND GIFTS 
Located by the North  

fishing deck 

BLAZING SADDLES 
320 Santa Monica Pier 

310.393.9778

REDLINE 
Located across from 

Bubba Gump

TEES-R-US  
Located across from  

Funnel Cakes.
 

L.A. BEACH KITES AND 
SOUVENIRS 

Located next to the North 
fishing platform.

TWO PHOTOS IN ONE 
Located next to the  

fishing platforms

PIER SHOP &  
VISITOR CENTER

200 Santa Monica Pier 
310.319.6263

WINDY TIME  
Located across from  

Beach Burger

THE HISTORIC MERRY  
GO-ROUND  

200 Santa Monica Pier 

SEASIDE ON THE PIER 
250 Santa Monica Pier 

310.883.7437

THE ALBRIGHT  
258 Santa Monica Pier 

310.587.274 

PIER BURGER 
330 Santa Monica Pier  

310.587.2747

BUBBA GUMP SHRIMP 
301 Santa Monica Pier 

310.393.0458
 

MARIASOL 
401 Santa Monica Pier 

310.917.5050

SODA JERKS 
200 Santa Monica Pier 

310.393.7632

JAPADOG 
Located across from 
the Playland Arcade 

RUSTY’S 
256 Santa Monica Pier 

310.393.7437

CHURRO MAN COMPANY  
Located at the top of the 

North Beach Stairs 

PIER TAMALES 
Located across from 

Marlene’s Beachcomber.

CANDY CAROUSEL 
Located directly across  

from Bubba Gump.

DOWNTOWN FOOD 
COMMISSARY 

Located across from  
Pacific Park.

Experience the historic charm of the Santa Monica Pier, offering timeless entertainment and family fun no matter the time of 
year. This holiday season, the Santa Monica Pier is bringing the holiday cheer with a special Locals’ Night on December 15th. 
In addition to the amazing car show, art exhibit, youth activities, and music; see the unveiling of our holiday window displays, 

participate in the Ugly Sweater contest, enjoy crafting and face painting, and even take your photo with Santa!

Can’t make it to our holiday Local’s Night? Spend a day on the Pier enjoying our wide array of Pier vendors, unique street 
performers, and delicious bites, or simply just take a walk to the Pier’s spectacular west end to get a few minutes  

away from the holiday hustle & bustle.

 TO SPEND TIME ON THE PIER TO SPEND TIME ON THE PIER
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Santa Monica residents can enjoy a staycation or find comfortable space for family and friends visiting during the holidays at any of the 23 
hotels participating in this year’s Santa Monica’s I Wish I had an Extra Bedroom program now through January 30, 2023. 

Santa Monica Travel & Tourism extends its holiday wishes to the community and encourages everyone to travel 
responsibly, utilize patience, and embody the holiday spirit when visiting local businesses.

The award-winning 'I Wish I had an Extra Bedroom' program gives 
residents the chance to check out our great hotels just like the CIty's 
visitors do annually. Once you're checked in, go check out Santa 
Monica's 3.5 miles of quintessential Southern California coastline and 
walk, bike, swim or just relax at the beach; explore our destination’s 
eight great neighborhoods for shopping or dining with more than 
400 restaurants with many continuing to offer al fresco dining 
experiences; enjoy outdoor wellness events and activities; or visit 
several indoor attractions including museums and art exhibits.  Scope 
out plans and view suggested itineraries at www.santamonica.com.
 
“Those of us that live here know Santa Monica is L.A.’s premier beach 
city with stunning Pacific Ocean views, a booming dining scene – 
including 17 Michelin-recognized restaurants, unique shopping – and 

world-class hotels, all which typically play a factor in why current and 
future residents call Santa Monica home.” Said Misti Kerns, President 
and CEO of Santa Monica Travel & Tourism, “I Wish I had an Extra 
Bedroom is not only one of our most popular programs each year, but 
it provides residents with a unique opportunity to experience their 
community from a visitors point-of-view, so we encourage locals to 
“gift” themselves this holiday season by taking advantage of these 
incredible offers.” 

Santa Monica residents must show valid proof of ID to receive the 
special locals-only hotel deals at 23 participating hotels listed at www.
santamonica.com/extra-bedroom. Rates are subject to availability and 
blackout dates may apply. 

Santa Monica Extra Bedroom 
offers residents special deals at 23 hotels

TRAVEL  & TOUR IS M

santamonica.com/extrabedroom
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Receive 30% off merchandise at the Main Street Santa Monica Visitor Information Center (2427 Main St) by mentioning the Extra Bedroom Program.

2022/23 Extra Bedroom Offers

Cal Mar Hotel Suites
20% off

Sea Blue Hotel
$249

Le Merigot Santa Monica
Complimentary parking and breakfast for two

Courtyard by Marriott Santa Monica
20% off

Sea Shore Motel
$125

Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel
$299 for standard; $329 for deluxe

Hampton Inn and Suites Santa Monica
20% off

SureStay Santa Monica by Best Western
$149 for one bed; $159 for two beds

Palihouse Santa Monica
$295

Fairmont Miramar Hotel & Bungalows
$349

Shore Hotel
$199

Ocean View Hotel
Up to 15% off

Gateway Hotel Santa Monica
$197

Shutters on the Beach
$425

Oceana
40% off 1 bedroom lanai suite and above

Hilton Santa Monica Hotel and Suites
$279 standard room type

The Ambrose Hotel Santa Monica
$297 

Rest Haven Motel
$140 for a queen room 

Le Méridien Delfina Santa Monica
$300 for deluxe king; $350 for ocean view

Santa Monica Proper Hotel
$495

Hotel Casa del Mar
$425 

Viceroy Santa Monica
$385 city view; $460 ocean view

Santa Monica Motel
Up to 18% off 
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Make the holidays brighter 
for our community and join Santa MoniCARES and hotel 
partners in giving back this season!

DONATION DRIVES
Gently Used Clothing Drive Benefitting Chrysalis
Santa MoniCARES in partnership with Fairmont Miramar Hotel & 
Bungalows is collecting new and gently loved business attire to support 
individuals re-entering the workforce, including clean and ready-to-
wear suits, pants, blazers, blouses, skirts and dresses. Clothing should 
be appropriate to wear to a job interview and work. Donations will be 
accepted now through December 31 at Santa Monica Travel & Tourism's 
Main Visitor Information Center at 2427 Main Street from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., 
seven days a week. All donations will benefit Chrysalis - Santa Monica, a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to creating a pathway to self-sufficiency 
for homeless and low-income individuals by providing the resources and 
support needed to find and retain employment.

Non-Perishable Food Drive Benefitting Westside Food Bank
Santa MoniCARES in partnership with Le Merigot Santa Monica Hotel will 
collect non-perishable food items to help those in need during the holiday 
season. Donations will be accepted everyday now through December 31 
at Santa Monica Travel & Tourism's Main Visitor Information Center at 2427 
Main St. from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., or at Le Merigot Santa Monica Hotel at 1740 
Ocean Ave from 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. All donations benefit Westside Food Bank, 
a local organization which distributes 4.7 million pounds of food annually 
for people in need.

Curbside drop-offs are available seven days a week from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
for all donations at 2427 Main Street 15 minutes before arrival; simply text 
424-443-8830 and a staff member will meet you curbside to collect your 
donation.

Westside Food Bank

Santa MoniCARES is a coalition of representatives from Santa Monica Travel & Tourism and 
tourism community partners with a mission to harness the hospitable nature and generosity of 
Santa Monica’s tourism industry and provide support to local nonprofit agencies.
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Seaside Holidays Benefitting Elemental Music
Santa MoniCARES is the charity partner during Loews Santa Monica 
Beach Hotel’s annual holiday programming Seaside Holidays, 
beginning December 1. Activities include Tea with a Twist, live music 
and holiday magic. Donations will benefit Elemental Music, a local 
educational nonprofit, which will play selections from its concert 
repertoire as part of the hotel’s holiday programming.
Tea with a Twist featuring Elemental Music: $79 per person with 
performances scheduled for December 3, 10 and 17. A portion of the 
proceeds from each ticket will benefit Elemental Music.

Donating is easy!
Text 424-276-7272, visit santamonicares.
com or scan the QR code to donate to 
Santa MoniCARES support of community 
nonprofits. Once you text, follow the 
instructions that are texted back.

Thank you for being a giving community, Santa Monica!
Share what you’re doing in the community for a chance to be featured in 

Santa MoniCARES’ monthly “Sea the Good” newsletter. 
Email your stories and good news to cares@santamonica.com for consideration.

Stop by one of our three Visitor Information Centers 
to find the perfect gift for everyone on your list!

30% OFF
Mention ‘Tis the Season to receive discount

Scan QR code for holiday operating hours.

MAIN STREET: 2427 Main Street
PIER SHOP: 200 Santa Monica Pier
KIOSK: 1400 Ocean Avenue

Also valid online with code TTS30: santamonica.com/store.

santamonica.com
     visitsantamonica

     gosantamonica 

     seesantamonica         
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The Holiday Bombshell
can be you this season!

Bombshell Salon
2431 Main Street

Santa Monica
310-540-0440

Make an appointment today!
Full service Salon. 
Walk ins Welcome!

'Tis the Season to look Fabulous!
$20 off any one service over $100

Must present ad for discount, offer expires 1/15/2023
One discount per visit. Cannot be combined with other offers

WINNER
BBoouurrggeett BBrrooss.. BBuuiillddiinngg MMaatteerriiaallss 

1636 - 11th Street

Santa Monica, CA  90404    (310) 450-6556
bourgetbros.com

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$20 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

YOUR CHOICE

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$99 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

OR

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES

*Emergencies can be seen today
*No interest payment plans
*Our dentists and staff members 
 are easy to talk to

AND OF COURSE WE DO

• Invisalign   
• Periodontist on Staff   
• Oral Surgeon on Staff
• Cosmetics and Implants   
• Zoom bleaching   
• and more

If you don’t like what we have to say we will
give you a copy of your x-rays at no charge 

DENTAL CARE WITHOUT 
JUDGEMENT!

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!
(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY 
DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN

WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM | 1260 15th ST. SUITE #703 | (310) 736-2589 ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
 ST.

15TH
 ST.★
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GIVE THE GIFT OF

GREAT SKIN 
THIS HOLIDAY  
SEASON
EARN UP TO $300 IN SKINCEUTICALS  
PRODUCT WITH A QUALIFYING GIFT  
CARD PURCHASE

2801 MAIN STREET SANTA MONICA, CA 90405 | (310) 310-2003 | SKINLAB-LA.COM

L E A R N  M O R E

THE ORIGINAL 
BIKE SHOP
ON MAIN STREET

2400 Main Street Santa  Monica
Across from Urth Cafe

310.581.8014
BikeShopSantaMonica.com

BikeShopCalifornia.com

A Bike Under 
Every Tree.

Make it an Old 
Fashion Christmas

Make it an Old 
Fashion Christmas

A Bike Under 
Every Tree.
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Gift with Intention this Holiday Season

Our online shop includes a variety of
curated kits and gifts. There is something for

anyone with affordable price points and
nationwide shipping. Purchase online or visit

our shop at Santa Monica Place.  

10% OFF your online
purchase with code:

SMDP10

CALL 310-450-9017 OR BOOK ONLINE TODAY!
PAWS-EFFECT.COM

Tis the Season to celebrate with family, 
SO REMEMBER YOUR FURRY FAMILY MEMBERS! 

Plan ahead for your pup’s spa days 
and stocking stuffers!

BOOK NOW!

The economic benefits of spending at local stores are no secret 
so when your thinking about where to spend your holiday dollar, 
think about the benefits of keeping that money in Santa Monica.

About 70 cents of each dollar spent in Santa Monica stays and 
while some of that is through recirculation of cash (when busi-
ness owners buy from other local businesses) about 20 cents of 
that goes straight to vital city services including local parks and 
libraries, while also funding local schools. 

However purchases made online with companies not located in 
Santa Monica (e.g. Amazon) generate sales tax revenue which 
goes into the LA County Pool, of which the City of SM only re-
ceives about 2 cents out of every dollar of this revenue. Our 
schools, parks and libraries miss out. Thus, your local purchas-
es are nearly 10x’s more impactful – vote with your dollars, think 
local first.

Last year, purchases made at Santa Monica businesses raised 
$16 million in  funding for the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified 
School District, helping to pay for teachers, a SaMoHi college 
counselor, new textbooks and school programs.  In 2019, Santa 
Monica businesses generated approximately $160 million to the 
City of Santa Monica's General Fund through sales/use tax rev-
enue, business license taxes,  transient occupancy taxes. 

Spending locally ensures that your sales taxes are reinvested 
right here in Santa Monica.
 
Shopping locally also helps the environment. Buying local re-
duces your carbon footprint. Having a diverse range of busi-
nesses within walking or biking distance reduces the amount 
of driving you need to do, lessens traffic and air pollution and 
helps to conserve land.

When you buy from a local store, you’re also supporting a local 
job. Local businesses prefer to hire local.  They create jobs in 
the community for people of all ages

The Buy Local SM campaign has over 1,000 businesses actively 
participating.  These businesses employ more than 3,700 Santa 
Monica residents and over 50% of the Buy Local businesses are 
owned by Santa Monica residents.

Santa Monica is a city of neighborhoods, each with a center 
comprised of businesses that are diverse and distinctive. Sup-
porting those businesses keeps that sense of community alive 
and helps our neighborhoods retain their character. 

Shopping from a local store also creates more choice for you as 
a customer. Local businesses respond to their customers and 
have freedom to choose the items they sell. They often carry 
a wider array of unique products that are locally-made or pro-
duced. If you don’t see what you want or need.

For more information on Buy Local, visit:
buylocalsantamonica.com

Reasons to Buy Local
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Happy Holidays
FROM THE

for all your Santa Monica news 
straight to your morning inbox!

Sign up for




