
Home improvement retailer hopes to 
build success in Santa Monica
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Santa Monica’s profitable and economically important 
home improvement industry will get a new fixture next year 
when PIRCH moves into town offering high end home design 
and furnishings on Santa Monica Blvd. 

PIRCH will be opening at 2520 Santa Monica Blvd. in 
the former Goodwill building early next year and CEO 
Steve Smith said it’s a perfect location for his company as it 
continues to expand into the Los Angeles market. 

“We are thrilled to bring the PIRCH experience to the 
heart of Santa Monica. Our goal is to provide the best service 

possible to discerning consumers and trade partners, knowing 
that they are shopping for the appliances that they - or their 
clients - will live with for the next 10 to 20 years.  The new 
showroom will present the top brands in kitchen, bath 
and outdoor in an immersive, interactive and thoroughly 
educational environment never before seen on the Westside 
of Los Angeles,” he said. 

He said PIRCH customers break down into three categories, 
home builders, interior designers and homeowners themselves 
with all three heavily represented in the Santa Monica area. 

“We are designed to basically service the luxury 
homeowner and trade customer with kitchen, bath, outdoor 
environment and hardware for their home,” he said “The thing 
that makes us unique is that we basically create vignettes and 
put our products in what I call emotional merchandising. So 
it’s designed to be inspirational displays that allow the luxury 
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Local group makes trek to curb hunger Captain found guilty of ‘seaman’s 
manslaughter’ in boat fire that killed 
34 off California coast

The COVID-19 pandemic 
emphasized insecurity surrounding 
basic necessities, one of the primary 
ones being the need for ample, 
nutritious food. While the pandemic 
has mostly subsided, that insecurity 
remains in spades, with one local 
group continuing to fight for food 
where it is needed most.

On Sunday, the Westside Food 
Bank held its 33rd annual 5K Hunger 
Walk, an awareness and fundraising 
event for the food assistance 
organization. Hundreds of locals 
donned blue shirts with the group’s 
namesake, strolling along the Ocean 
Front Walk in Santa Monica to 
spotlight a food crisis that Westside 
President and CEO Genevieve 
Riutort says is at a “record high.”

“We wanted to find a way to bring 

the community together to celebrate 
the work that we do, and also raise 
awareness about the need for food 
assistance … it’s really an equal 
opportunity event to come together .. 
.and also make a statement when you 
see several hundred people wearing 
the same shirt walking down (along 
the beach),” Riutort said.

This was Riutort’s 20th year being 

SEE HUNGER PAGE 8
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A scuba dive boat captain was 
convicted Monday of criminal 
negligence in the deaths of 34 people, 
including two Santa Monicans, 
killed in a fire aboard the vessel in 

2019, the deadliest maritime disaster 
in recent U.S. history.

Jerry Boylan, 69, was found 
guilty of one count of misconduct 
or neglect of ship officer following 
a 10-day trial in federal court in 

SEE FIRE PAGE 11
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Flag program turned fast friends into on-field favorites

Every student athlete knows the beats to a 
sports season. From pre-season practices all 
the way to the postseason, the routine doesn’t 
differentiate much, as players are familiar 
with the sport and the way the coaching 
staff wants it played. Weekly practices, games 
and recovery periods are baked in at normal 
intervals; creating a typical campaign that 
breeds the best results.

The Samohi Lady Vikings’ flag football 
season was an exception to this rule, as 
the inaugural 2023 game slate was anything 
but typical. Both players and coaches alike 
were unsure of what the rules to the game 
were, while some skeptics were unsure if 
the team should even go ahead within the 
male-dominated sport. Although none of 
the measures for a successful season were 
in place, the Lady Vikings figured it out 
slowly but surely, gaining momentum that 
snowballed into an undefeated Ocean League 
championship campaign. The squad finished 
16-3 overall, with an unblemished 8-0 Ocean 
League record.

“It’s honestly such a blessing,” said junior 
safety and wide receiver Bella Medina. “I 
can’t believe that we started off not knowing 
anything about football, playing on the grass 
baseball fields, to (being) Ocean League 
champs. We had a really good season … really 
exciting for us, especially because it’s our first 
year as a sport.”

When the program was introduced to 
Samohi students, it represented a chance for 
girls to showcase their skills in a typically 
hyper-masculine environment. Junior 
quarterback Anica Mindes, who helped 
evolve the Lady Vikings into a stellar offensive 
unit, was one such player that just wanted an 
opportunity in an American pastime.

“I’ve always been interested in football, 
I’ve always thrown the ball around with 
my dad, and (I’ve always been) wanting to 
play but there was never an option,” Mindes 
said. “So when I heard about it, I was really 
intrigued to see if it would actually turn out 
to be a team.” 

Turning a group of girls who had little 
knowledge of one another into a cohesive 
unit fell on coach Ramsey Lambert, switching 
gears after previously coaching the Samohi 
Vikings football squad for three seasons. 
Lambert preached taking “baby steps” by 
revisiting the rulebook and expanding what 
the girls were capable of, building up a 
repertoire of schematics by the week. 

Taking advantage of the basketball and 
soccer players who joined flag for the fall 
season, Lambert hammered home various 
“set plays” similar to out of bounds plays on 
the basketball court or corner kicks on the 
soccer field. Practicing plays “to death” until 
the team had a “mastery” of them, the Lady 
Vikings adapted strongly enough that the 
players called the first several plays of the 
final 2023 contest themselves, scoring on the 
second play from scrimmage.

“It was pretty nice to see that they (had) 
a total grasp of it, and they’re not robots 
out there,” Lambert said. “They actually 
contextually understand what makes a 
successful offensive play.”

Mindes noted that learning the different 
plays as quarterback was one of her favorite 
parts of the season, citing the “mental 
challenge” of incremental yet crucial offensive 
progress.

“I was definitely just (trying) to think 
through each play, and not just play with our 
emotions, but to really think what’s the best 
option here, what are the best routes, kind of 
a collaborative effort,” Mindes said.

The on-field product grew in direct 
correlation with the team’s off-field dynamic, 
which was boosted by implementing team-
building activities and learning about each 
other’s personal and family lives. Lambert 
said that the Lady Vikings took off once 
the players were able to “gel personalities 
together” and “trust each other.”

“I joined the team barely knowing any of 
the girls and (when the season ended), they’re 
some of my closest friends now,” Medina said. 
“I think something that helped us all bond 
together was that we were with each other 
every day. We would go on the bus rides, 
we would go home together, and we were all 
learning the same thing … just being able to 
have people to confide in also helped us a lot 
to grow together.”

The Lady Vikings’ consistent growth made 
waves throughout the flag football universe, 
becoming standard-bearers in the sport’s first 
year officially sanctioned by the California 
Interscholastic Federation. The team was 
recently featured on Fox 11’s “Good Day 
LA,” and Lambert said the support “means 
everything” for the sport’s potential. The 
coach’s goal remains reaching out to other 
schools, hoping to provide resources to 
generate new teams and new programs for 
the 2024 season and beyond.

Local support was even more important 
for the student-athletes, who felt that they 
earned equal footing as more established 
Samohi sports programs.

“Honestly, it was very shocking because 
I didn’t really think people were (going to) 
support us like they did, but it was honestly 
such a nice feeling, it made us … feel special 
to come out at our games and have people 
actually watching, supporting us,” Medina 
said.

The dominant inaugural season, cresting 
with the Ocean League title, has made the 
girls just as excited for the future as the 
coaching staff.

“A lot of the girls felt like we had something 
to prove, just the fact that it was a new team, 
and there (were) a lot of doubts on whether 
or not there should have been a team to begin 
with,” Mindes said. “I think us being able to 
(win) that title just kind of made a statement 
that … we deserve to be here, we deserve to 
have a team.”

thomas@smdp.com

THOMAS LEFFLER
SMDP Staff Writer

Courtesy Photo
STANDARD BEARERS: The Samohi Lady Vikings flag football squad made a splash in its first 
campaign, going undefeated in Ocean League play.
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WINNER

AWARD WINNER

Draw Date: 11/6
12  25  40  59  61
Power#: 26
Jackpot: 196 M

Draw Date: 11/3
15  32  38  47  65
Mega#: 12
Jackpot: 196 M

Draw Date: 11/4
5  6  18  26  44
Mega#: 15
Jackpot: 12 M

Draw Date: 11/6
10  20  21  30  34

Draw Date: 11/6
EVENING: 7  3  9

Draw Date: 11/6
MIDDAY: 3  6  9

Draw Date: 11/6
1st: 04 - Big Ben
2nd: 01 - Gold Rush
3rd: 08 - Gorgeous George
Race Time: 1:43.28

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In 
the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game 
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery 
web site at http://www.calottery.com

Wednesday: Sunny, with a high near 72. North wind 10 to 15 
mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.
Wednesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 55. North 
northeast wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.
Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 72. North northwest wind 10 
to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.
Thursday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 51.

2023/11/08	 Wed	 06:31 AM	 4.80	 H
2023/11/08	 Wed	 12:34 PM		 1.65	 L
2023/11/08	 Wed	 6:15 PM		  4.24	 H
2023/11/09	 Thu	 12:20 AM	 0.95	 L
2023/11/09	 Thu	 06:48 AM	 5.12	 H
2023/11/09	 Thu	 1:06 PM		  1.10	 L
2023/11/09	 Thu	 6:57 PM		  4.25	 H
2023/11/10	 Fri	 12:43 AM	 1.14	 L
2023/11/10	 Fri	 07:06 AM	 5.45	 H
2023/11/10	 Fri	 1:38 PM		  0.57	 L
2023/11/10	 Fri	 7:37 PM		  4.21	 H
2023/11/11	 Sat	 01:06 AM	 1.35	 L
2023/11/11	 Sat	 07:26 AM	 5.76	 H
2023/11/11	 Sat	 2:11 PM		  0.11	 L
2023/11/11	 Sat	 8:16 PM		  4.12	 H
2023/11/12	 Sun	 01:29 AM	 1.59	 L
2023/11/12	 Sun	 07:49 AM	 6.03	 H
2023/11/12	 Sun	 2:45 PM		 -0.26	 L
2023/11/12	 Sun	 8:56 PM		 3.98	 H
2023/11/13	 Mon	 01:54 AM	 1.84	 L
2023/11/13	 Mon	 08:14 AM	 6.22	 H

Date	                Day        Time (LST/LDT)    Predicted  (ft)High/Low

Size bumps up some with new/modest WNW swell, which will combo 
with a new/modest SW-SSW swell that fills in further. Consistency should 
be good. Wind looks nice at this point, just a bit of a deep tide to start 
with.

Lingering NW and SW swells keep surf rideable in the morning and we 
could see the return of offshore flow. A deep high tide slows the dawn 
patrol, most spots best as the tide backs out some. Just keep an eye 
on the wind.

WEDNESDAY SURF:
POOR TO FAIR

2-3ft
Thigh to waist

THURSDAY SURF:
POOR

1-2ft
Knee to thigh

WATER TEMP: 64.0

GUEST COMMENTARY
Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Shifting how California funds its 
mental health system is critical to 
getting more people off the streets

REUTERS/Shannon Stapleton
HOMELESS: Alard Gavorkian, who said she had been homeless on the streets for twenty 
years, tends to her shelter on the sidewalk near an Apartment complex in downtown Los 
Angeles, California, U.S., January 29, 2022. 

What if we could reach each person 
suffering from mental illness or addiction 
on California’s streets and assertively 
surround them with the resources they 
need to get well and to get housed? What 
if we could get them a mental health 
therapist, a bed in an addiction treatment 
facility? Someone to help them find an 
apartment and to pay their rent?

This is not an impossible dream. To 
reach tens of thousands of people living 
in tent encampments, we must prioritize 
and focus the billions generated through 
our existing Mental Health Services Act, 
the millionaire’s tax I authored in the 
Assembly and was approved by voters 20 
years ago as Proposition 63.

California needs more money for 
housing and more money for mental 
health and substance abuse treatment – 
all targeted for those with the most severe 
needs.

The effort is well underway with Gov. 
Gavin Newsom’s mental health system 
overhaul, which requires that more of the 
$4 billion raised annually by the MHSA is 
spent in a much more focused way. Thirty 
percent for housing, 35% for wraparound 
services, and the remainder for other 
services and ensuring children get the 
help they need before they suffer the 
worse consequences of untreated mental 
illness.

In March, voters will have a chance 
to weigh in on these crucial changes in 
addition to a second key piece of the 
governor and legislature’s agenda for 
behavioral health reform. Proposition 1 
would modernize the MHSA – renamed 

the Behavioral Health Services Act – and 
raise an additional $6.2 billion in one-time 
bond funding to build more housing and 
treatment beds for those with the most 
severe needs.

Currently, the funds produced by 
Proposition 63 flow to counties to care for 
adults and children with serious mental 
illness. MHSA’s 20-year history and $31 
billion of community-based services has 
saved many lives.

But the work is so incomplete.
Counties currently spend this money to 

help many people in need. But there has 
not been enough focus on identifying and 
enrolling the unhoused people suffering 
in plain view on our streets.  

The updated Behavioral Health 
Services Act shifts the dynamic by 
requiring more funding – an estimated 
$1 billion – to be spent on housing those 
with severe mental illness and substance 
use disorders. It expands the successful 
full service partnerships, the wraparound 
services that is the proven formula to 
end homelessness for thousands when 
combined with housing.

The law would also require the 
prevention and early intervention 
resources required by the original MHSA 
to be spent on proven strategies like 
investing in early psychosis identification 
so teenagers do not suffer that life-altering 
first break.  

In Sacramento, our city and county 
governments in December took an 
important legal step toward a more robust 

SEE GUEST COMMENTARY PAGE 11
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Citywide

SMC Public Policy Institute and SMC Associated Students to Host 
2023 Fall Arts and Cultural Affairs Forum Nov. 13-Dec. 3

The Santa Monica College (SMC) Public Policy Institute (PPI) and the SMC Associated Students will 
present the 2023 Fall Arts and Cultural Affairs Forum Nov. 13-Dec. 3. The theme for this year’s forum 
is “The Arts & the AI Apocalypse: Humans Strike Back.” 

The PPI Fall Arts and Cultural Affairs Forum, 
which opens with the Ethos Film Awards 
International Film Festival, will feature commu-
nity discussions on how artificial intelligence (AI) 
is affecting the arts, particularly evident in this 
year’s WGA and SAG-AFTRA strikes. Expression 
through the arts can influence ideas and change 
perceptions, as well as augment community 
advocacy that can make change happen. This 
year’s events also include live, in-theater dance 
performances for audiences ranging from fifth 
graders to adults.

All forum events are open to the public, and 
most events are free. Seating is on a first-arrival 
basis if reservations are not required. All presen-
tations and performances are subject to change 
or cancellation without notice.

“This year’s Fall Arts and Cultural Affairs 
Forum explores the manifestation of artificial 
intelligence in the arts, and allows us to under-
stand the issues from experts on the forefront of 
research about AI’s impact, as well as from those 
on the front line of protecting humans’ creative 
lives from being usurped by technology,” said PPI 
co-director and SMC political science professor 
Dr. Richard Tahvildaran-Jesswein.

The 2023 Fall Arts and Cultural Affairs Forum 
events include:

•FRIDAY, NOV. 10-17:
Film Festival – “Ethos Film Awards 

International Film Festival”
The fifth edition of the popular international 

film festival will screen films and present awards 
at selected local venues and online with the aim 
to conceptualize a vision for a better future by 
highlighting a “purpose-driven” artistic approach 
to the impact and meaning of story. Schedule, 
location, and ticket details at filmfreeway.com/
ethosfilmawards.

• MONDAY, NOV. 13, AT 6:30 P.M.:
Panel Discussion – “Art in the Age of Artificial Intelligence”
PPI will host a conversation with experts from RAND Corporation, an SMC philosophy professor, and 

an SMC student. Free, Student Services Center Orientation Hall (SSC 183) on the main SMC campus 
(1900 Pico Blvd., Santa Monica).

• WEDNESDAY, NOV. 15, AT 6:30 P.M.:
Panel Discussion – “How Are Humans Striking Back?”
Kim Masters — KCRW host of “The Business” and “Hollywood Breakdown” — will lead a discussion 

with Woody Schultz, actor, producer, second unit/assistant director, and member of the SAG-AFTRA 
negotiating team as representative on AI issues. Free, Student Services Center Orientation Hall (SSC 
183) on the main SMC campus (1900 Pico Blvd., Santa Monica).

• NOVEMBER 24-DECEMBER 3:
Tchaikovsky’s “The Nutcracker” Ballet
The Westside School of Ballet, joined by the SMC Nutcracker Symphony and SMC dancers, cel-

ebrates the 50th anniversary of presenting the annual holiday extravaganza as a live, in-theater 
performance — featuring Tchaikovsky’s majestic score, Balanchine’s exuberant choreography, falling 
snow, and a Christmas tree that grows — in partnership with the Santa Monica College Public Policy 
Institute’s Arts and Culture Initiative. Performances will be held at 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 
25 and Dec. 2, and Sunday, Nov. 26 and Dec. 3, in The Broad Stage at the SMC Performing Arts Center 
(1310 11th Street, Santa Monica). Ticket details at westsideballet.com. Free onsite parking.

The SMC Public Policy Institute provides nonpartisan community programs exploring key economic, 
social, and political issues. SMC offers an Associate in Arts Degree and Certificate of Achievement in 
public policy, and students can specialize in one of five public policy areas: arts and cultural affairs, 
education, environment and sustainability, public health, and urban/socioeconomic issues.

The SMC Public Policy Institute Fall Arts and Cultural Affairs Forum is cosponsored by a wide range 
of education, government, and community organizations and donors, including Associated Students of 
Santa Monica College, SMC Associates, Santa Monica College Foundation, Westside School of Ballet, 
SMC Dance Department, and The Broad Stage.

More information is available at smc.edu/ppi or by calling 310-434-3541.

SUBMITTED BY GRACE SMITH

Citywide

Post Offices to Close in Observance of Veteran’s Day 
In observance of the Veteran’s Day holiday, Postal Service facilities will be closed for retail transac-

tions on Saturday, November 11. There will be no residential or business deliveries. 
Although there will be no regular mail service, Priority Mail Express is delivered 365 days a year 

and will be delivered on November 11th. Normal delivery and collection schedules will resume Monday, 
November 13, 2023. 

Please note: 
Stamps are available at most grocery, pharmacy, and convenient stores.
For 24/7 access to most postal products and services, go to www.usps.com, where you can look up 

a ZIP Code, track a package, buy stamps, hold mail, print postage online, submit a change of address, 
schedule a package pickup and find USPS locations including self-service kiosks.

SUBMITTED BY NATASHI GARVINS

Citywide

Santa Monica Public Library Presents Holiday Card and Bookmark 
Making Workshop

During the month of December Santa Monica Public Library invites the community to upcycle old holiday 
cards into festive bookmarks and new greeting cards at the Main Library, Multipurpose Room, 601 Santa 
Monica Blvd. 

Bring your gently used cards to make a new one in a cozy atmosphere amidst the hectic season. The 
Workshop is open to all on the following days at the Main Library:

Monday, December 4, 3 to 5 p.m.
Tuesday, December 5, 3 to 5 p.m.
Thursday, December 7, 3 to 5 p.m.
Saturday, December 9, 3 to 5 p.m.
The Library will provide craft materials. Walk-ins welcome, no reservations required.
These programs are free and open to the public. Seating is limited and on a first arrival basis. The Santa 

Monica Public Library is wheelchair accessible. For disability-related accommodations, email library@san-
tamonica.gov at least one week prior to event. Ride your bike or Big Blue Bus. Bicycle parking racks are 
available at the Library

SUBMITTED BY ANNA SOPHIA HEIDT ALOWAYED

Malibu

24th Annual Malibu Veterans Day Public Ceremony Honors Veterans 
and Members of the Military Who Serve and Have Served the 
Country

The entire community is invited to join in celebrating 
Veterans and current members of the military who have 
served our country and our community at the Malibu 
Veteran’s Day Public Ceremony, Saturday, November 11, 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Malibu City Hall’s Civic Theater.

“Veterans Day is a time to honor the brave individuals 
who have served our country and sacrificed to defend our 
freedom and our homeland,” said Mayor Steve Uhring. 
“Please join us at City Hall to express our gratitude and 
respect for our Veterans and their families.”

The theme of this year’s event is “Legacy of Generations 
In Service.” The event is sponsored by the Malibu Navy 
League, Pepperdine University, the City of Malibu, the 
Malibu Association of Realtors, International Protective 
Service (IPS) and Malibu Times.

The free public event will feature Veteran speakers, 
poetry, dancers, musical performances, a Color Guard, and 
a visit from the Mini Therapy Horses. Students from local 
schools in Malibu, ROTC and Sea Cadets will participate. 
Lunch and refreshments will be served after the ceremony.

All current and former members of the military are invit-
ed to arrive early at 10:30 a.m. to be greeted and escorted 
to VIP seating by the Pepperdine Ambassadors Council. The 
program begins at 11 a.m., and lunch will be served 12:30 – 
1:30 p.m.. Malibu City Hall is located at 23825 Stuart Ranch 
Road, Malibu.

Any person, business, school or other organization 
may sponsor the event, or have the name of a current or 
former member of the military listed in the Tribute Section 
of the event program book. For more information, call Ani 
Dermenjian at 310-738-0499.

SUBMITTED BY MATT MYERHOFF, MEDIA INFORMATION OFFICER

Veterans Day is a 
time to honor the 
brave individuals 
who have served 

our country 
and sacrificed 
to defend our 

freedom and our 
homeland

- Mayor Steve Uhring

This year’s Fall Arts 
and Cultural Affairs 
Forum explores the 
manifestation of 
artificial intelligence 
in the arts, and allows 
us to understand the 
issues from experts 
on the forefront of 
research about AI’s 
impact, as well as 
from those on the 
front line of protecting 
humans’ creative lives 
from being usurped 
by technology
- Dr. Richard Tahvildaran-Jesswein, 
PPI co-director and SMC political 
science professor

office (310) 458-7737
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The burritos in this week’s test are not examples of Mexican cuisine 
but are rather the West Coast counterpart to the classic bodega egg and 
cheese on a roll, adopting the tortilla as the perfect delivery vehicle for that 
deceptively simple yet wonderfully satisfying combination of eggs/cheese/

meat/potato. The burritos in our taste test were all from grocery stores. Most 
were ready to eat although one only comes cold and the other is a frozen brand.

Two burritos wrapped up the top spots very quickly: Co-Opportunity Market and 
Whole Foods. Interestingly, both the Co-Op and Whole Foods were the only stores to charge tax on their burritos 
and they were similar prices when accounting for their per ounce weight. Trader Joe’s scored highly but struck 
several tasters as not “breakfasty” enough. In the bottom two were both the most expensive (Erewhon) and least 
expensive (Target) options. The frozen burrito was just too processed to compete and Erewhon was more than double 
the prices of the winning choices while also being dry.

BREAKFAST BURRITOS

REDS
(PURCHASED FROM TARGET)
The filling of this frozen 

burrito is processed 
within an inch of its life. 
There’s no real way to 

discern individual ingre-
dients and it just doesn’t 

compare to any of the 
others in the field. That 

said, it doesn’t taste 
terrible for what it is and 

hot sauce helped.

Stated Weight 5 oz, 
Measured Weight 5.1 oz

$2.99

Stated Weight 10 oz, 
Measured Weight 11.4oz

(with tax)

CO-OPPORTUNITY 
This is a burrito that uses exemplary 

ingredients and while it was universally 
praised, it goes beyond the baseline 
choices made by Whole Foods which 
is not always to everyone’s taste. It 

uses a whole wheat tortilla and that’s 
going to be polarizing for people. 

Some tasters loved it, some found it 
overpowering. It also has a more sea-
soned egg and large chunks of good 

quality potato which gives it some per-
sonality lacking from the others. While 

it costs more than most, it was the 
largest of our verified weights and was 
on par with Whole Foods for value. It 
didn’t “need” hot sauce but also took 
the addition of spice well. Overall it 

was a sneakily strong contender and 
generally tied with Whole Foods on 

overall preference.

$9.91
(with tax)

Stated Weight 8oz, 
Measured Weight 9.1oz

WHOLE 
FOODS 

All tasters would happily buy 
this burrito on a regular basis, 
even if it was not always their 

absolute top choice. For better 
or worse, this burrito sells itself 
on simplicity. For some, it had 

the cleanest execution of a clas-
sic breakfast burrito with a bal-
ance of fluffy egg, crispy potato 
(in this case tater tots), cheese 

and bacon. However, for others, 
it lacked dimension. It foregoes 
the personality of a fancy tortilla 
for the broad appeal of a clas-
sic flour wrapper and it’s very 

competitive on price. It was also 
the burrito that had the biggest 
jump in scores with the applica-

tion of hot sauce.

$6.60

Stated Weight 8 oz, 
Measured Weight 9.3oz

TRADER JOE’S 
This is an enigma of a burrito. 
Everyone liked it, but multiple 
tasters identified it as some-

thing other than “breakfast.” It 
uses what appears to be a 1-1-1 
ratio of eggs/sausage/potato 

and the inclusion of something 
similar to a sausage gravy, 
akin to what you might find 

in a biscuits and gravy plate, 
really moves it out of compar-

ison with the others. It’s far 
more processed than the three 
truly “fresh” options but is only 

available from a cold case 
which requires you to take it 
somewhere to reheat before 

consumption. Hot sauce was a 
divisive option here due to its 

unconventional flavor.

$4.49

Stated Weight 12oz, 
Measured Weight 10.2oz

EREWHON 
When told of Erewhon’s price 

point, one observer to the 
taste test exclaimed “what the 

F—- is in that burrito?” It’s a 
perfectly valid response to the 

$16.50 price tag, especially 
when it was the only burrito 
to come in under weight. It 
does have a strong bacon 

note to it but nothing about it 
was objectively better than the 
others in the test and in many 
categories it was worse. It was 
dry, overcooked and while its 

green tortilla was pretty, it was 
waxy and tough. It genuinely 

needed hot sauce to overcome 
its texture. Again, it’s $16.50, 
i.e. same prices as Co-Op and 

Whole Foods combined.

$16.50



As Hollywood shut down with 
the rest of the world in early 2020, 
losing her job as a video editor 
wasn’t Madeline Maye’s biggest 
concern — at least at first.

Right before quarantine, Maye said 
she had come out as a trans woman. She 
started hormone therapy two months later. 
New clothes that she ordered online or got 
second-hand helped make her feel more 
like herself. And she was doing it all while 
estranged from family. 

“It’s kind of hard to describe how much 
stress that is,” Maye said. “It’s basically 
having to discover an entire new person 
that you always were, from scratch.”

Then she awoke one morning in mid-
2020 to find that the unemployment 
money she was relying on to survive had 
disappeared. Maye said in a legal filing that 
she noticed a string of mysterious ATM 
charges on her state-issued Bank of America 
EDD debit card, which at one point showed 
a negative balance of $5,000.

“It was terrifying,” she said. “That was 
my only source of income, and all of a 
sudden, it was gone.”

Maye was one of thousands of 
Californians experiencing similar issues 
with frozen debit cards. With few answers 
at the time, she started a GoFundMe 
campaign, raising money from friends and 
strangers online to pay for rent and other 

essentials, while she said the state’s Medi-
Cal program continued paying for hormone 
treatments.  

After several months of staying in touch 
with her state representative’s office, Maye 
said she got her money back. In 2021, 
she joined an ongoing class-action lawsuit 
against Bank of America. 

“It was one of the worst times of my life,” 
Maye said, “and there’s zero reason why it 
should have happened at all.”

When Maria Sanchez got the 
letter telling her she owed the state 
more than $2,000, she thought she 
didn’t have any choice but to sign 
up for a payment plan she couldn’t 
afford.

“I would have paid that money to the 
EDD,” Sanchez said in Spanish, recalling “a 
lot of fear.”

Her daughter Maribel, however, had a 
different idea. 

The law student had watched for months 
as her mom — a longtime San Francisco 
nanny who emigrated from El Salvador in 
1976 — struggled to explain to the EDD, in 
Spanish, how she’d lost her job and spent 
months waiting for unemployment payments. 

The last straw for Maribel was when court 
records show that her mom was accused of 
fraud and ordered to pay back some of the 
money for making a “false statement” in a 
language she doesn’t speak fluently. 

“There was so much fraud going on with 
the EDD scams,” Maribel recalled. “I’m like, 
‘You’re going to come after a 66-year-old lady 
that doesn’t have money to begin with?’”

In mid-2021, the family found a lawyer 
at advocacy group Legal Aid at Work to 
challenge the notice ordering her to pay 
back $1,750 in benefits, plus a $525 penalty. 
The following February, they filed a legal 

complaint in Superior Court arguing that 
the EDD’s fraud allegations were based off 
of a conversation in English that “contained 
obvious inaccuracies.”

It took multiple rounds of appeals and 
legal hearings, plus living on high-interest 
loans in the meantime, but a judge cleared 
Maria in 2022.

Still, Maribel can’t help but wonder, how 
many others weren’t so lucky?
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The lasting toll of California’s COVID layoffs
LAUREN HEPLER
Special to the Daily Press

Lose your job, file for unemployment, get a few hundred dollars a week from the state to pay for essentials while you find a new gig. It sounds simple, in theory. But that’s far from the reality 
that many workers experienced when the state’s job safety net unraveled during the pandemic. 

Five million people — about 1 in 8 Californians — got stuck waiting for delayed payments from the California Employment Development Department. More than 375,000 unemployment 
debit cards were cut off without warning. As few as 1 in 1,000 workers calling for help got through on jammed state phone lines.

In the years since COVID shutdown orders began, state audits, class-action lawsuits and unemployment experts have blamed the problems on different factors: crushing demand, outdated 
technology, inconsistent funding and unprecedented fraud, among others. EDD officials say that change is coming with a new five-year, $1.2 billion effort to overhaul the department’s 
unemployment and disability systems. But the stakes are still high when something goes wrong, as it did for millions of people during the pandemic. 
HERE ARE SOME OF THEIR STORIES.

As California locked back down 
in late 2020, Danny Ramos needed 
an out. 

On paper, the San Diego construction 
worker had more than $8,000 in his state 
unemployment account after losing a 
soundproofing job that summer. But, Ramos 
told a state appeals judge, he never received 
an EDD debit card to access the money. 

“I just went into panic,” Ramos recalled. 
“Like, ‘How the hell am I going to pay for my 
apartment?’”

He packed up his place in Carlsbad and 
found a cheaper rental just across the Mexico 
border, in Tecate. His then-fiancé took the 
kids to stay with family in the Midwest — 
a split Ramos said he thought would be 
temporary.

But by the spring of 2022, Ramos was still 
living in Tecate and riding his motorcycle 
across the border each day to work near San 
Diego. And then he became one of hundreds 
of thousands of workers whose unresolved 
unemployment cases came back to haunt 
them.

Ramos was flagged for potential fraud after 
the EDD said he did not send in required 
identity documents, then was ordered to 
repay the benefits he never received. He’d 
never got the notices after he moved and only 
realized what was happening, Ramos told a 
judge, when the state garnished more than 

$2,200 from his tax refund. 
He filed an appeal, spent $1,800 on a 

lawyer, then waited months for a hearing 
before the judge ruled in his favor this past 
August. In late October, paper checks finally 
started to arrive with the long-delayed money. 

Other losses can’t be repaid. Ramos said 
his wedding was called off. He’s rebuilding his 
life alone. 

“I’m just still trying to catch up to where 
I was,” he said. “And I don’t even know if I 
ever will.”

As a longtime seasonal hospitality 
manager in Big Bear Lake, Donna 
Cook thought she understood how 
to file for unemployment with the 
EDD. But the pandemic brought a 
whole new level of stress, confusion 
and up to 4½-hour waits on the 
phone.

“They become the center of your life,” 
Cook said. “It’s always negative, and you’re 
already feeling down on yourself for being 
unemployed.”

The trouble for her started in mid-2021, 
when she said several payments for her 
pandemic unemployment claim came late. 
Then came a letter from the EDD ordering 
Cook to repay the agency for failing to report 
$61 of income. The agency wanted back 
$79, including a 30% penalty, despite Cook’s 
argument that she hadn’t meant to deceive 
anyone and received the extra money from an 
orientation that she did not know was paid.

The timing of the confusion, while she 
was caring for her terminally ill mother, was 
terrible. Cook pitched in for utilities but had 
to rely on her mom to buy groceries. 

Like thousands of other workers who are 
penalized each year for even slight income 
miscalculations or clerical errors, the worst 
of it came the next time she had to file for 
unemployment. 

Late this past summer, Cook lost another 

hospitality job, filed for benefits and was 
confused when she didn’t get any payments, 
leaving her in a familiar loop of dialing the 
EDD and getting a message that all agents 
were busy. This time, she was struggling to 
keep paying for the small house she’d just 
bought with the money she said her mom left 
when she died.

Finally, Cook got through in October to 
an agent who delivered the bad news: Under 
the EDD’s strict payment rules, she had to 
serve a five-week penalty for the previous 
overpayment, leaving her in limbo once again. 

“I don’t know how they expect people to 
wait,” Cook said, “when you’re already living 
check to check.”
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As Nicole Oyler awaits a hearing 
on her third EDD appeal, anxiety 
bubbles up each time she opens the 
mail and sees the agency’s name on 
an envelope. 

“It’s just hanging over you,” she said. “All 
day you’re thinking about it.”

Oyler wasn’t living in California when 
the coronavirus hit. She had recently left 
her Orange County hometown and moved 
to Washington, D.C., to chase her dream of 
working in museums. When her first museum 
job in D.C. disappeared with pandemic 
shutdown orders, she filed for unemployment 
with officials in the nation’s capital. At first, 
everything seemed fine — even better than 
before, with the added benefits allotted for 
laid-off workers during COVID.

Then, in early 2022, everything came 
screeching to a halt. Her $2,300 tax refund was 
seized for “government debts.” According to 
the nation’s byzantine unemployment rules, a 
lawyer helped her figure out, she should have 
filed for unemployment in California. And 
in the meantime, records show that officials 
in Washington wanted their roughly $20,000 
back.

So began Oyler’s surreal quest to prove her 
own identity and clear the five-figure debt.

Officials say multi-state unemployment 
cases are inherently more complicated, but it’s 
an issue impacting more people amid broader 
shifts toward remote work and an exodus of 
hundreds of thousands of California residents 
moving to other states.

In May 2022, the EDD rejected Oyler’s 
identity verification documents. Then her 
online account showed that “some guy” had 
received unemployment in California using 
her Social Security Number. In June 2022, she 
got a letter from the EDD that she couldn’t 
read because it was in Spanish. Her next tax 

refund was also garnished.
Today, Oyler has a new job. She’s taking a 

philosophical outlook on the bureaucracies 
she remains trapped between.

“There are people that believe that we 
should have a social safety net, and there are 
people that don’t,” she said. “You end up with 
this creature that we have now, that’s under-
funded and under-staffed. It’s going to fail.”

In March 2020, Kelly Swanson 
came down with what he 
remembers as “a really intense flu.” 
He went home sick from his credit 
union IT job of 23 years just as 
the first pandemic shutdowns hit 
Solano County.

So began a chain of events that Swanson, 
now 53, said would lead to draining his 
retirement savings, being forced to sell his 
house in Fairfield and leaving California in 
his new home: an RV that his wife took to 
calling “a roving coffin” — an example of the 
domino effect that can happen when workers 
say the process is too daunting and they give 
up on fighting for benefit money.

“I was screwed six ways to Sunday,” 
Swanson said in a recent call from the trailer 
park where the couple now lives in the old 
mining town of Wickenburg, Arizona. 

At first, Swanson received disability 
payments when the flu turned out to be a 
more intense long-term illness that he now 
assumes was COVID-19. Things got more 
complicated in the summer of 2020, when he 
was laid off and filed for unemployment.

The money never came, Swanson said. 
Instead, he was summoned to a call with the 
EDD and said he was questioned about fraud. 

“It scared me enough that I was like, 
‘Nevermind, you can cancel my application,’” 
Swanson said. “I don’t want to commit fraud.”

An unfruitful job search followed, and 
Swanson said he started borrowing from his 

401(k). He sold his house in the summer 
of 2022 and moved most of his belongings 
into storage. Since he and his wife arrived in 
Arizona, he estimates that he’s applied for 270 
office jobs, but he said he’s working at an ACE 
hardware store earning $15 an hour.

“My key takeaway from all of this,” Swanson 
said, “is just because you saved for retirement 
and just because you worked for a company 
and paid your taxes, don’t expect the state to 
come help you.”
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BBoouurrggeett  BBrrooss..  BBuuiillddiinngg  MMaatteerriiaallss  
1636 - 11th Street 

Santa Monica, CA  90404    ●   (310) 450-6556 

bourgetbros.com 

Bourget Bros. features a full service lumber yard, 
where everything from landscape timber to drywall 
will enhance the home of your dreams. 

Standard and Custom 
Windows, 
Doors and 
Hardware 
Available   

LUMBER 

homeowner to envision themselves in that 
environment and see what’s really available to 
them and create the desire to want to do that.”

Part of that sales philosophy includes 
working appliance models that allow the 
company to actually cook in an outdoor 
kitchen for the potential client and Smith said 
the service level for his company is part of 
their reputation. 

“You’ll be greeted by one of our concierges 
and they’ll offer you as a customer a beverage 
or coffee, latte, whatever they’d like. And 
then they will partner them up with one of 
our sales people if they want that or if they 
just want to wander around and look then 
we’ll check in with them periodically and see 
if they want any questions answered. So we 
tried to really make the shopping experience 
a experience that’s tied to the level of the 
product that they’re purchasing,” he said. 

The store draws from a select group of 
brands and has exclusive offerings from 
several. 

Smith said he expects the Santa Monica store 
to draw from a wide zone in Los Angeles that 
will bring more revenue into the immediate 
area. The home improvement market is one 
of the city’s largest sales tax generators with 
three existing businesses ranking in the City’s 
top 20 sales tax generators.

Nationally, home improvement spending 
has been on a roller-coaster. 

According to a recent report by 
Constructioncoverage.com, after falling by an 
inflation-adjusted 24% from a high in 2006 to 
a low in 2011 as a result of the Great Recession, 
home improvement spending growth got 
back on track between 2012 and 2019 as 

the housing market recovered. However, 
spending then grew sharply during the peak 
of the COVID-19 pandemic before plateauing 
in 2022. According to loan-level data from the 
Home Mortgage Disclosure Act, the number 
of single-family home improvement loans 
originated climbed to nearly 750,000 in 2022, 
up from approximately 550,000 in 2021.

Smith said the boom in home improvement 
during lockdown has actually persisted for his 
customer base. 

“The luxury homeowner spent less time 
in their homes than other people did pre-
COVID because they traveled more and they 
ate out and all of those things. So when they 
were inside their homes, I think they realized 
what parts of their home they didn’t really 
like when they had to use them for five days 
a week,” he said. “They also looked at their 
home as being their safe place to entertain 
and all of a sudden they find out they don’t 
have the facilities inside from their own home 
to entertain the way they wanted to. So there’s 
a huge amount of demand created by that and 
I don’t think that’s going to change.”

The Santa Monica store will be the eighth 
location for the Southern California luxury 
home appliance retailer and will open in 
early 2024. Other PIRCH showroom 
locations include: Costa Mesa, Glendale, La 
Jolla, Laguna Design Center, Mission Viejo, 
Rancho Mirage and Solana Beach. WestEdge 
attendees get a sneak preview at the PIRCH 
Culinary Pavilion during the WestEdge 
Design Fair. For more information about 
PIRCH, visit www.pirch.com or call 1-858-
966-3600.

editor@smdp.com
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(310) 736-2589
SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRYDR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN

WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

YOUR CHOICE

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES AND OF COURSE WE DO

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!
(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)
If you don’t like what we have to say we will give you a copy 
of your x-rays at no charge

DENTAL CARE WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

• Nitrous Oxide available.
• No interest payment plans.
• Emergencies can be seen today.
• Our dentists and staff members
   are easy to talk to.

• Invisalign 
• Periodontist on Staff 
• Oral Surgeon on Staff
• Cosmetics and Implants 
• Zoom bleaching 
• and more

$20 EXAM
INCLUDES

FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

*Offer to non insured patients

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

*Offer to non insured patients

$99 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

involved in the walk, but the first time she 
was able to walk herself after being an on-site 
organizer for two decades. The event was able 
to raise $115,000 from 400 participants, with 
the top individual donor being Martha Ross at 
$5,000, and the top team donor being the 4th 
grade class of St. Matthew’s Parish School at 
$6,618 raised.

Westside provides food for approximately 
90 agencies on the west end of Los Angeles 
County, operating as a warehouse hub that 
receives food either donated or purchased on 
the wholesale market, similar to a grocery store. 
That food is then distributed to the agencies 
that hand them to individuals through pantries 
as well as programs like shelters, Boys and Girls 
Clubs and school programs, including at Santa 
Monica-Malibu Unified School District. 

Riutort has had personal experience of food 
insecurity, stating she knows what it is like “to 
be on the other side” of the crisis.

“Food assistance really makes a huge 
difference and relieves people of such a huge 
burden, and really helps to empower people to 
face whatever other challenges that they may be 
dealing with, when you know there’s going to be 
food,” she said. “I really bring my heart and soul 
into this work.”

She noted that the “basic bottom line is 
that everybody needs food,” particularly 
vulnerable populations that are at risk of both 
food insecurity and diseases exacerbated by a 
poor diet, such as diabetes and hypertension. 
Westside emphasizes nutritional needs, 
distributing fresh produce along with “staple” 
foods like eggs, rice and beans. She also added 
that the food crisis is of utmost concern due 
to the phasing out of pandemic-era assistance 

programs, and that food insecurity now impacts 
roughly 3 out of 10 Los Angeles area residents.

“We feel like if we can provide that food, not 
only do we keep our communities healthier, but 
we’re also helping to prevent people from losing 
their housing,” Riutort said. “By giving them 
food for free, that can often make the difference 
between having that extra money to pay the 
rent, or get the medical care they need, or pay 
for child care.”

The organization will be further involved in 
Santa Monica events during the holiday season, 
taking part in the Fairmont Miramar’s “Meet 
Me Under The Fig Tree” event on Dec. 11 and 
the Santa Monica Pub Crawl on Dec. 16. For 
more information on the group, visit wsfb.org, 
as the Hunger Walk donation page will stay up 
until Nov. 15.

thomas@smdp.com
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Photo by Thomas Leffler
HUNGER WALK: Santa Monica residents took to the Ocean Front Walk on Nov. 5 for the 
Westside Food Bank’s 5K Hunger Walk.  

We feel like if we can 
provide that food, 
not only do we keep 
our communities 
healthier, but we’re 
also helping to 
prevent people from 
losing their housing
- Genevieve Riutort, President and CEO
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Sudoku
Fill in the blank  
cells using numbers  
1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only 
once in each row, col-
umn, and 3x3 block.  
Use logic and pro-
cess of elimination to  
solve the puzzle.

	 ARIES (March 21-April 19). You regularly put your 
feelings on the line. You’ve gotten used to such risks. 
People with less experience will remind you of your 
younger self. You’ll be careful with people. Your kindness 
will be remembered. 
	 TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Within the same 
language is many ways to use it, which tell people where 
you’re from geographically, culturally, emotionally and 
more. You’ll create trust when you speak someone’s 
language back to them.
	 GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You don’t always think 
of your interactions as creations, but they are. You put 
thought into your approach and choose your topics 
carefully. There’s an opportunity for beauty in each 
scene unfolding on the stage of your life. 

	 CANCER (June 22-July 22). You didn’t get where you 
are by being unconcerned with results. So, while your 
inner critic serves an important purpose, you need very 
little from them to stay on track. A one-sentence review 
is enough, then shut it down.
	 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). There are those who will 
create a false or unnecessary sense of urgency to make 
their cause seem more important and to get people to 
respond quickly. Take back the power. Do things on 
your timetable, not theirs.
	 VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). It seems counterintuitive, 
but less time allotted to work on a project will lead to 
more creative results. The crunch will focus you on 
the heart of the matter, and this concentration on what 
matters will make your work sing.

	 LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Organized work habits, 
effective communication skills, loving mannerisms — 
these are all things that seem like personality traits but 
are actually skills that can be learned. Knowledge and 
practice will take you wherever you want to go. 
	 SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Your humor is more 
than a talent; it’s a coping mechanism. Wherever it 
comes from, your ability to call out what’s funny in a 
situation will attract friends and followers who love to 
laugh with you.
	 SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Just like food can 
only be processed through eating, feelings can only be 
processed through feeling. Intellectualizing the process 
won’t work. The only way out is through. 

	 CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’ll be captivated 
by a dauntingly deep subject or a person who is 
impossible to fully know. “The most beautiful thing we 
can experience is the mysterious. It is the source of all 
true art and science.” — Albert Einstein
	 AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). People say thank you 
for many reasons having nothing to do with gratitude 
including manners, habits and humility. True gratitude 
is born of pleasure, comfort and happiness. What are 
you really grateful for?
	 PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You didn’t get to do 
things the way you wanted to, and there’s a lingering 
sense that you’ll never know how it would have turned 
out. Under different circumstances and with other 
people, it will work, which you’ll know in the future.

You love life and life loves you right back. The more specific you are about what you want to accomplish, the more readily you will gain the 
knowledge, tools and resources to create wondrous results. First, you’ll work off established plans, then you’ll innovate and be paid well for 
the improvement. Capricorn and Cancer adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 10, 4, 1, 33 and 16.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (Nov. 8)

HOROSCOPES
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encampment outreach and enrollment 
strategy. Sacramento County pledged in 
this agreement to do “whatever it takes” 
to get people off the streets, including 
adding as many full-service partnerships 
as needed. New city-county outreach 
teams are working the encampments and 
identifying the people who qualify for this 
level of care.

Our agreement is a model that could 
be replicated by cities and counties 
statewide to reach more people.

Passing the accompanying bond next 
year to build community treatment and 
housing facilities will move us much closer 
to fulfilling the promise made by Gov. 
Ronald Reagan and the Legislature when 
they closed old hospitals and promised 
a decent system of community based 
mental health care. Closing the hospitals 

was the right decision. For decades the 
community promise was forgotten.  

The MHSA in 2004 was a major step 
towards upholding that promise. The 
BHSA and the bond has the chance to 
move us even closer.

Every dollar, every program, every 
roof, every bed, every newly trained care 
provider means one more person off our 
streets, out of the hospital, out of jail, out 
of a lonely back bedroom with the chance 
for a better life.

The homelessness conversation by California Voices 
features authors involved with the issue to help 
Californians grasp the solutions and areas of consen-
sus. Darrell Steinberg is the mayor of Sacramento. 
Darrell Steinberg is the mayor of Sacramento. He is 
the former president of the state Senate, author of 
California’s Mental Health Services Act and founder 
of the Steinberg Institute. This article was originally 
published by CalMatters.

GUEST COMMENTARY
FROM PAGE 3

downtown Los Angeles. The charge is a 
pre-Civil War statute colloquially known as 
seaman’s manslaughter that was designed to 
hold steamboat captains and crew responsible 
for maritime disasters.

Boylan is the only person to face criminal 
charges connected to the fire. He could get 
10 years behind bars when he’s sentenced 
Feb. 8, though he can appeal. His public 
defenders declined to comment as they left the 
courthouse.

The verdict comes more than four years 
after the Sept. 2, 2019, tragedy, which prompted 
changes to maritime regulations, congressional 
reform and several ongoing civil lawsuits.

Relatives of those killed hugged one another 
and wept outside the courtroom Monday after 
the verdict was read.

Clark and Kathleen McIlvain, whose son 
Charles died at age 44, said they were relieved 
that there is finally some accountability for 
their loss.

“We are very happy that the world knows 
that Jerry Boylan was responsible for this and 
has been found guilty,” Clark McIlvain said.

The families also applauded and cheered 
outside the courthouse when the federal 
prosecutors arrived for a news conference to 
discuss the case.

“The captain is responsible for everything 
that happens on the ship, including, most 
importantly, the safety of everyone on board 
that ship,” U.S. Attorney Martin Estrada told 
reporters.

While Estrada said Boylan “failed, utterly 
failed” in those duties, he declined to comment 
when asked if the boat’s owners would be 
charged now that prosecutors have secured a 
guilty verdict against the captain.

The Conception was anchored off Santa 
Cruz Island, 25 miles (40 kilometers) south 
of Santa Barbara, when it caught fire before 
dawn on the final day of a three-day excursion, 
sinking less than 100 feet (30 meters) from 
shore.

Thirty-three passengers and a crew member 
perished, trapped in a bunkroom below deck. 
Among the dead were local residents Charles 
Mcllvain and Marybeth Guiney. Others who 
perished include the deckhand, who had landed 
her dream job; an environmental scientist who 
did research in Antarctica; a globe-trotting 
couple; a Singaporean data scientist; and a 
family of three sisters, their father and his wife.

Boylan was the first to abandon ship and 
jump overboard. Four crew members who 

joined him also survived.
Although the exact cause of the blaze 

remains undetermined, the prosecutors and 
defense sought to assign blame throughout 
the trial.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office said Boylan failed 
to post the required roving night watch and 
never properly trained his crew in firefighting. 
The lack of the roving watch meant the fire was 
able to spread undetected across the 75-foot 
(23-meter) boat.

Boylan’s attorneys sought to pin blame on 
boat owner Glen Fritzler, who with his wife 
owns Truth Aquatics Inc., which operated the 
Conception and two other scuba dive boats, 
often around the Channel Islands.

They argued that Fritzler was responsible 
for failing to train the crew in firefighting and 
other safety measures, as well as creating a 
lax seafaring culture they called “the Fritzler 
way,” in which no captain who worked for him 
posted a roving watch.

The Fritzlers have not spoken publicly 
about the tragedy since an interview with a 
local TV station a few days after the fire. Their 
attorneys have never responded to requests 
for comment from The Associated Press, 
including on Monday.

Kendra Chan, 26, was killed on the 
Conception, along with her father, Raymond 
“Scott” Chan, 59. Vicki Moore, who was 
Raymond’s wife and Kendra’s mother, said 
Monday that justice was served.

“A strong message came through that if you 
are captain of a boat, you are truly responsible 
and there are consequences if you don’t follow 
the law,” Moore said after the verdict.

While the criminal trial is over, several civil 
lawsuits remain ongoing.

Three days after the blaze, Truth Aquatics 
filed suit under a pre-Civil War provision of 
maritime law that allows it to limit its liability 
to the value of the remains of the boat, which 
was a total loss. The time-tested legal maneuver 
has been successfully employed by the owners 
of the Titanic and other vessels, and requires 
the Fritzlers to show they were not at fault.

That case is pending, as well as others filed 
by victims’ families against the Coast Guard 
for alleged lax enforcement of the roving watch 
requirement.

The Channel Islands draw boaters, scuba 
divers and hikers. Five of the eight Channel 
Islands comprise the national park and Santa 
Cruz is the largest within the park at about 96 
square miles (249 square kilometers).

Associated Press writer Christopher Weber contributed.
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WEDNESDAY | NOVEMBER 8
COMPUTER CLASS - TIPS FOR ONLINE HOLIDAY SHOPPING
TIPS FOR ONLINE HOLIDAY SHOPPING - Find the 
deals and avoid the scams. Learn tips for getting the 
most bang for your buck online this holiday season. 
All levels. Main Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd. 10:30 
a.m. - 12 p.m.

STUART HOUSE: PRESENTS SIMPLE STRATEGIES TO 
PREVENT CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE
Conversations around body safety should happen in 
every family and can be done with ease and without 
fear or discomfort. Come discover how you can start 
this conversation with your child today.
Las conversaciones sobre la seguridad del cuerpo 
deberían ocurrir en todas las familias y se pueden 
hacer con facilidad y sin temor ni incomodidad. Venga 
a descubrir cómo puede iniciar esta conversación con 
su hijo/a hoy.
Register online at https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tZYtcuqsrDgqHtLiKAtSs2o8RrPgjHcK2m33#/
registration 6 - 7 p.m.

THURSDAY | NOVEMBER 9
ICE AT SANTA MONICA GRAND OPENING
Come take part in the fun and festivities all under the 
starlit Santa Monica sky! Join us for an enchanting 
evening of free ice skating after the ceremony-a 
perfect way to kick off winter!Free skate from 
5-9:30PM Groove to the coolest beats spun by our 
talented DJ while you skate. Corner of 5th Street and 
Arizona Avenue 

REFRAME: CITY HALL MURAL - OPEN HOUSE AND 
COMMUNITY MIXER
Join organizers in the Historic Santa Monica City Hall 
for a public preview of findings from the Reframe: 
City Hall Mural project community engagement phase 
and to celebrate the months-long process. Meet the 
organizers and public participants in the project, view 
art in the lobby and the “Lives that Bind” exhibition in 
City Hall East, and meet fellow residents and interested 
stakeholders. Learn about the recommendations that 
arose from the process before they’re presented to 
City Council for consideration in early 2024. You’ll 
have an opportunity to ask questions and to tell us 
how you would like to be involved in the next phases 
of the project. This will be a casual evening with light 
refreshments and good conversation. Santa Monica 
City Hall, 1685 Main St. 6 - 8 p.m. https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/reframe-city-hall-mural-open-house-
and-community-mixer-tickets-744635624197

RENT CONTROL BOARD MEETING
The Rent Control Board meets to conduct business 
associated with the Rent Control Charter Amendment 
and Regulations. Santa Monica City Hall, 1685 Main 
St. 7 p.m.

FRIDAY | NOVEMBER 10
FALL COURTYARD COZY
Join organizers for the first Courtyard Cozy! Bring 
a game, a book, a journal, knitting, a sketch pad. 
Celebrate the change of season and expand your 
friend circle while making wreaths and garlands at 

the communal craft table with 18th Street Art Center’s 
Marcus Kuiland-Nazario. Contribute to a Beach House 
wreath or make one for your home, using recycled 
and upcycled materials provided by reDiscover Center 
nurturing creative reuse through reclaimed materials. 
Free. All ages welcome. Last start for craft table is 1:45 
p.m.. Enjoy cider and treats while they last. Annenberg 
Community Beach House, 415 Pacific Coast Hwy, 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m. 

VETERANS DAY CEREMONY
Join a special ceremony to honor the courage and 
sacrifice of those who have served and continue to 
serve our country. Featuring:
Black Hawk and Chinook Helicopter Flyover
West Point Drill Team Demo
Soldiers Swearing-in Ceremony
300th Army Band Performance
Performance by Miss USO
Humvees & JLTVs Display
Concert by Army Rock Band & Rusty de la Croix Band
Keynote Speech by Deputy Under Secretary of the 
Army Mario Diaz
Event will take place on the Pier Parking Deck. 11 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. 

MOVIE FRIDAYS ON THIRD STREET PROMENADE
FREE outdoor movies on Third Street Promenade 
the second Friday of the month through December! 
November 10th is Jurassic World (2015). 6:30 - 9:30 
p.m.

SATURDAY | NOVEMBER 11
RECYCLING EVENT
The City is hosting a FREE recycling event Saturday, 
November 11th, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. for Santa 
Monica residents only. Bring your used mattresses, box 
springs, electronic waste, and up to five boxes of paper 
for shredding! Shredding will happen on-site, and the 
paper will be recycled. Questions? Call (866) 311-7266. 
City Yard Parking Lot, 2500 Michigan Ave (2nd gate 
entrance), 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

MAIN STREET CG OPEN HOUSE
Come tour the Main Street Community Garden, 
established in 1976.  Check out what’s in season, pick 
up some vegetable seeds,  And it’s never a bad time to 
stop and smell the roses. In an effort to help support 
our community, we are hosting a Sock Drive.  One of 
the most common requests for those experiencing  
Challenges with permanent housing is something to 
keep feet warm during the winters. New Socks Only 
please. Gates open at 9 a.m. Main Street CG is located 
at 2318 Main Street.

SANTA MONICA ELKS FALL BOUTIQUE
Free entry and plenty of free parking. Featured 
vendors; pottery, jewelry, Soap, sugar scrub, knitting, 
backed goods, headbands, jean bags, key chains, 
mugs, eye pillows, bath bombs, fused glass and 
so much more. Santa Monica Elks Lodge #906 Fall 
Boutique, 1040 Pico Blvd. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
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  ALL BIKES ON SALE 

310.581.8014 BikeShopSantaMonica.com 10am-5pm
2400 Main Street. Santa Monica, CA 90405 - Across from Urth Cafe

E-bike exclusive brand 
now only

$1499$1499

Give Us A Call Today! (877) 212-2450

Better Credit.
Better Life.

We are a top rated and fully bonded credit repair consulting 

company. We are extremely aggressive and also teach you how to 

maintain good credit. After reviewing your credit report, our Credit 

Consultants determine a customized fee based on your situation. 

5 stars on

fixyourcreditconsulting.com


